
 
 

PROCLAMATION  
 

WHEREAS, in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture set aside a special day for the 
planting of trees; and  
 

WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 
than a million trees in Nebraska and is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, lower 
our heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving 
oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for 
our fires, and countless other wood products; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business 
areas, and beautify our community; and 

 
WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, we have a Tree Committee, which has led the Town of Oak Ridge in being 

recognized as a Tree City USA since 2017.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim Kinneman, Mayor of the Town of Oak Ridge, do hereby proclaim 

October 2, 2025, as Arbor Day in the Town of Oak Ridge, North Carolina. I urge all citizens to 
celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands for the well-being 
of this and future generations.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the Town of Oak Ridge 
to be affixed this ____________ day of October 2025.       
 
       

_________________________________________________ 
      Jim Kinneman 
      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Sandra B. Smith, MMC, NCCMC 
Asst. Town Manager/Town Clerk 
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Oak Ridge Parks Field Usage Policy 

 
Oak Ridge Parks are a vital community resource and gathering place to be enjoyed by Oak Ridge 

residents and non-residents. 
 
 

Rebate Program Information 

• Oak Ridge Youth Association (ORYA) will be eligible for a rebate of $70.00 

from the Town for each participant per sport who lives within the Town of 

Oak Ridge.  In no case shall the amount of the rebate exceed actual expenses. 

• To be eligible for a rebate, ORYA shall submit rosters with addresses for Oak 

Ridge residents to the Town at the end of each season for evaluation. 

 
FY2025-2026 Priority Usage 

In consideration of the many years that the ORYA has provided the citizens of the Town of Oak 

Ridge with a youth recreation program, and in recognition of ORYA continuing to provide this 

service in the future, priority usage of the Oak Ridge Town Park fields is given to ORYA.  

Organizations that are given priority usage of the fields will be evaluated by the Town 

periodically. 

• For the 2025 fall season (Aug.-Dec.), priority access to scheduling at Oak Ridge 

Town Park is provided to ORYA through August 1. All other users may reserve 

fields on a first-come, first-served basis starting on August 2. 

• For the 2026 spring season (Feb.-June), priority access to scheduling at Oak Ridge 

Town Park is provided to ORYA through February 1. All other users may reserve 

fields on a first-come, first served basis starting on February 2. 

 

To ensure other community users have adequate access to fields, ORYA requests for Heritage 

Farm Park use may begin on August 2, 2025 for fall usage, and February 2, 2026 for spring 

usage.  Other community users may request field usage at Heritage Farm Park at any time on a 

first-come, first-served basis. 

 
Reservations, Fees, and Payment Information 

• Fields are reserved via MyRec.com at the current field rental fees. 

• Fees and deposits must be paid via MyRec.com before the field rental is 

considered reserved. 

• Organizations will be assigned to use a particular field. No organizations 

shall play on a different field other than what is assigned to it. 

• Fields shall be left in the same condition that they are found in, including 

breakdown of all goals, equipment, etc. (unless this service is offered on 
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the Fee Schedule). Failure to do so will result in a minimum $100 charge. 

• The Town does not provide field painting services on multipurpose fields. 

• Organizations who provide regular programming or special events may be required to 
provide a certificate of liability insurance coverage naming the Town of Oak Ridge as 
insured in the amount of One Million ($1,000,000) Dollars per occurrence and Two 
Million ($2,000.000) Dollars per aggregate. 

 
Inclement Weather and Cancelation Information 

• The Town of Oak Ridge Parks Superintendent has the final decision on play 

during periods of inclement weather. 

• If an event is canceled by the Town, the choice of an open date in the future or 

a refund will be offered to the applicant based on availability. No partial 

refunds will be given for play interrupted. 

• If a practice/game(s) is canceled by the organization and the Town is not 

notified at least 48 hours before the event, the organization will be charged 

as if the practice/game occurred as originally scheduled. 

 
The Town of Oak Ridge is not a co-sponsor of any organization and assumes no 

responsibility for the operation of any group nor any decisions made independently of 

the Town of Oak Ridge. 
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Oak Ridge Parks Field Usage Policy 

Addendum for FY2025-2026 

 

 

For the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026, the following 

payment and rebate addendum is adopted specifically for ORYA.   

 

• ORYA submits priority field reservation requests into MyRec.com by August 1, 2025, 

and February 1, 2026 for fall and spring seasons respectively. 

• ORYA is invoiced monthly by sport for actual usage. 

• ORYA submits rosters when finalized.  The Town will calculate the full rebate amount 

and make estimated payments to ORYA monthly.  For invoicing prior to roster 

finalization, the Town will estimate the rebate amount based on past usage. 

• At the end of the season, the final invoiced amount and rebate amount for each sport 

will be calculated and adjustments to the final payments will be made. 

• For ORYA sponsored sports camps held outside of the regular season, each event will be 

eligible for a rebate in the amount of $5 per Oak Ridge resident, not to exceed actual 

expenses. 

• ORYA will be loaned two scoreboard remotes for the year and should be returned 

in the same condition to the Parks Superintendent at the end of the spring 2026 

season. Damages will result in a $500 per device fee. 

 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Town Council  

FROM: Bill Bruce  

DATE: September 26, 2025 

RE: Town Core Loop Engineering Proposal 

 

Please find attached an addendum to the Town’s Engineering Services Agreement with The 

Wooten Company to include surveying and design of a 12-inch water line along NC 150 from 

Linville Road to NC 68, then south on NC 68 to Linville Road, and an 8-inch line along Linville 

Road from NC 68 to NC 150, to serve the Town Core (Town Core Loop).  The proposal also 

includes design of a service line to provide a connection to the JPC Utilities system (Oak Ridge 

Commons, Oak Ridge Marketplace, and several additional parcels).  The owner of the JPC 

Utilities system has committed to connect to Town water, subject to regulatory approvals.   

At its meeting on September 10, the Water Advisory Committee reviewed the proposal and 

recommended approval.  The Committee further recommended construction of a portion of the 

Town Core Loop water main (NC 150 to Oak Ridge Commons) as a change order to the Town’s 

existing contract with Park Construction.  The change order will require separate Council 

consideration after design and permitting, which could take up to six months.  Construction 

costs (including design) to extend water to the JPC Utilities is estimated at $420,000.  

Construction costs (including design) for the entire Town Core Loop is estimated at $1,750,000. 

The total cost for survey, design, and engineering of the entire Town Core Loop is $109,900.  

Construction administration and observation can be approved when/if a change order for 

construction is approved by Council.  Based on allocations already committed in capital project 

funds for both the water tower and water main, the Town has $196,000 remaining in its $1.1M 

allocation from S.L. 2020-63, as well as $1M in the General Fund restricted for water.   

Connecting the JPC Utilities system to the Town of Oak Ridge Water System will have an 

immediate and significant impact on the financial stability of the system.  Updated water 

system revenue and expense worksheets are attached to this memo to illustrate this impact.   

 

Requested Action: Approve proposal from the Wooten Company to survey/design/engineer 

the Town Core Loop for $109,900.  
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