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                        OAK RIDGE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 10, 2025 – 7:00 P.M. 
OAK RIDGE TOWN HALL 

 
 

                                                                MINUTES 
 
 
Members Present     Staff Present 
Jim Kinneman, Mayor     Bill Bruce, Town Manager 
Mike Stone, Mayor Pro Tem    Sandra Smith, Asst. Town Mgr./Town Clerk 
Ann Schneider      Sean Taylor, Planning Director 
Jim Harton       Sam Anders, Finance Of�icer 
Michael Greeson     Michael Thomas, Town Attorney    
         
   
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Jim Kinneman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
   

A. Invocation 
 
Adrian Eckenrod offered the invocation. 

 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
   

Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to amend the agenda by eliminating item 3C –
Minutes for the June 11 Special Called meeting, item 9B – Presentation by the Water Advisory 
Committee, and item 9C – Discussion of the Village Woods Conveyance Agreement, and to add 
a closed session to discuss matters which are within the attorney/client privilege by providing 
instructions to the Town Attorney about handling or settling claims, litigation, or other 
proceedings per N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3). Councilman Jim Harton seconded the motion. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone acknowledged that he had requested that items 9B and 
9C be placed on the agenda contending that item 9B was not controversial and item 
9C required additional discussion before a public audience. He noted that he would 
be amenable to the items being continued for one month rather than being removed. 
Mayor Kinneman explained that a discussion to retain the items on the agenda was 
out of order, but a short explanation in favor of keeping the items on the agenda 
would be acceptable.  
 
Stone offered supportive arguments for retaining the items on the agenda. He stated 
that Village Woods’ 18 property owners were covering an annual operating cost of 
$16,100, and that the Town had agreed to acquire and operate their system for an 
expected annual return of $12,960. He claimed that the Town would be knowingly 
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taking on a system that operated at a loss, effectively transferring that �inancial 
burden to the broader customer base. 
 
Stone referenced the Town’s subdivision ordinance which requires a minimum of 
30 lots for connection to a community well system.  
 
Stone stated that while Envirolink would sell the system to the Town for $1, the 
Town would pay Envirolink $16,100 annually to operate it, in addition to taking on 
all service and repair costs. He disclosed that the Chair of the Water Advisory 
Committee was a Village Woods property owner and believed his involvement in the 
negotiations was a con�lict of interest. He contended that three Council members 
knowingly disregarded this con�lict of interest, as well as the development’s 
noncompliance with the subdivision ordinance, and the projected �inancial loss. He 
asserted that citizens deserved to be informed of this con�licting situation. 
 
Stone stated that his criticism was directed at Council members who demonstrated 
a lack of �iscal responsibility by willingly accepting a �inancial loss, and who failed to 
uphold transparency, thus contributing to the perception of in�luence, favoritism, 
and manipulation of the system in favor of some citizens at the expense of others. 
 
Kinneman cautioned Council members against continuing the discussion in a way 
that would revisit and relitigate the issue. 
 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider pointed out that proper procedure should have 
afforded her, the individual originally introducing the motion to amend the agenda, 
�irst commentary. She advocated moving forward with the motion, which had been 
seconded, and called the question to end the discussion. 
 
Kinneman remarked that the issue had been publicly discussed over the past 14 
months and pushed back against claims of a lack of transparency, stating that he had 
communicated with Council members on multiple occasions regarding the matter. 
He believed that Stone’s comments re�lected more on his disagreement with the 
results of the vote on the agreement and he called for a vote. 
 

The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Councilman Jim Harton made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 5, 2025, regular 
meeting, and the June 5, 2025, closed session minutes. Councilwoman Ann Schneider 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

 
 
4. RESOLUTIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Annette Joyce and Lori Lucion, members of the Canine Capers Committee, presented 
money raised at the event to bene�it the following rescue organizations: Ruff Love 
Dog Rescue, Haley Graves Foundation, Red Dog Farm Animal Rescue, Triad Golden 
Retriever Rescue, Vintage Fur Senior Dogs and North Star Bloodhounds. 
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5. REPORT FROM GUILFORD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

No report 
 
 

6. REPORT FROM OAK RIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Asst. Fire Chief Sam Anders reported on training and call statistics for June 2025. He 
reported that retiring Board member Frank Whitaker would be replaced by Jackie 
Mabe and that Station 51 would be receiving a new lead pumper tanker truck in late 
summer. He offered safety tips to avoid texting while driving and downed power 
lines. 
 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. CASE # RZ-25-01: Request to rezone 5207 Williard Road from AG (Agricultural) to 
RS-40 (Residential). The property is located on the west side of Williard Road, 
approximately 353 feet north of the intersection of Williard Road and Stafford Mill 
Road, being in Oak Ridge Township, Guilford County Tax Parcel 237771 
(approximately 6.35 acres). It is located in the WCA Watershed and is owned by J 
and B Flynt Family Trust. 

 
Kinneman explained that 20 minutes to speak would be given to individuals in favor 
of the proposed �iscal year budget and another 20 minutes to those in opposition, 
followed with a �ive-minute period of rebuttals for both sides. He added that 
discussion by members of Council would then occur.  
 
Planning Director Sean Taylor read the property description into the record and 
presented the staff report, which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of the minutes. He concluded with staff’s recommendation to approve RZ-25-01 
stating also that the Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Board recommended approval of the 
application to rezone as it was consistent with the adopted Land Use Plan and that it 
was reasonable and in the public’s interest. 
 
Kinneman inquired into the need for dedication to the Town in consideration of the 
�loodplain on the property. Taylor noted that dedication would be required. 
 
Kinneman opened the public hearing. 
 
Proponents 
Bill Greco with Land Solutions, P.O. Box 347 in Oak Ridge, representing the 
applicant, stated that the property was the remainder of a larger parcel that was 
previously subdivided and that no new road construction was anticipated. He 
acknowledged the presence of �loodplain and stated that there were no protected 
wetlands. He anticipated that the property would be subdivided into four lots. 
 
Opponents 
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Greg Brown, 8804 Case Ridge Drive, asked whether the proposed dwellings would 
be single-family or multi-family units. 
 
Rebuttals in Favor 
Greco stated that the property would contain single-family dwellings as designated 
by RS-40 zoning requirements. 
 
Rebuttals in Opposition 
None 
 
Kinneman closed the public hearing. 
 
Council Discussion   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone made a motion to approve the proposed zoning amendment RZ-25-
01 based on its consistency with the adopted Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Oak Ridge, 
and based on the Planning Board having provided the Council with a written statement of the 
proposed zoning amendment as being consistent with the comprehensive plan, with which the 
Council concurred and adopted. In addition, Stone motioned that the proposed rezoning 
amendment was consistent with the comprehensive plan because the future Land Use plan 
recommended RS-40 zoning for development on tracts outside the Town Core with marginal 
environmental, agricultural, historic, or community open space value, and that the proposal 
was reasonable. He added that the proposed zoning amendment was reasonable due to the 
report of town staff �inding, which is incorporated by reference, that the proposed zoning 
amendment was reasonable, and that the proposed zoning amendment was reasonable 
because RS-40 is the most common residential zoning, has the least density and impact on 
surrounding properties while recognizing the property owners’ rights for development, and 
that the proposed zoning amendment was in the public interest. He concluded by referencing 
the Town staff’s report, which found that the proposed amendment served the public’s interest 
by accommodating population growth and development, expanding housing options for 
current and future residents, and supporting local businesses and the Town’s overall economic 
well-being. Councilwoman Ann Schneider seconded the motion, and the motion passed 
unanimously (5-0). 
 
B. CASE # RZ-25-02: Request to rezone 1850 NC 68N from AG (Agricultural) to RS-40 

(Residential). The property is located on the east side of NC 68N, approximately ½ 
mile south of the intersection of E. Harrel Road and NC 68N, being in Oak Ridge 
Township, Guilford County Tax Parcels 163231 (approximately 29.62 acres). It is 
located in the Jordan Lake Watershed and is owned by 1850 NC Hwy 68 LLC. 

 
Taylor read the property description and presented the staff report for RZ-25-02, 
which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of the minutes. Taylor 
summarized that the proposed rezoning request was consistent with the 
recommendations of the Oak Ridge future LUP, and staff recommended approval of 
the application. In addition, the P&Z Board recommended by a unanimous vote of 6-
0 to approve the application to rezone as it was consistent with the adopted LUP 
and was reasonable and in the public interest. 
 
Kinneman opened the public hearing. 
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Proponents 
Bill Greco with Land Solutions, P.O. Box 347, Oak Ridge, stated that after much 
careful study he deemed RS-40 to be the most appropriate designation for this 
property. He explained that the entrance to the development would align with the 
southernmost entrance of the River Oaks development, located directly across NC 
68N when traveling north. He noted that preliminary discussions with North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) revealed that a deceleration lane 
on the right would be required, but the installment of a left turn lane from the center 
was not yet determined. He added that the development would contain single-family 
dwellings and that all development requirements had been met. 
 
Opponents 
Beth Shull, of 1817 Wild Fern Drive, expressed concerns about safety due to 
increased traf�ic and changes in traf�ic patterns along the thoroughfare, referencing 
past fatalities at the intersection of Harrell Road and NC 68N, located further north 
of the proposed development. 
 
With no rebuttals, Kinneman closed the public hearing. 
 
Schneider pointed out that the staff report cited that there was no overlay district 
involved, and Taylor responded by requesting an amendment to his staff report to 
correctly include the Scenic Corridor Overlay. Schneider remarked on the 
importance of recognizing that the development was in the Scenic Corridor Overlay 
district.  
 
Kinneman inquired about the appropriate timing for submitting a Traf�ic Impact 
Study request to NCDOT. Taylor replied that the request would be submitted during 
the subdivision review process by the P&Z Board. He pointed out that the traf�ic 
study would likely show that all requirements for the entrance into the development 
had already been established when NC 68N was widened to accommodate and 
construct the turn lanes into the River Oaks community.  
 
Kinneman asked whether any outreach had been conducted with neighboring 
communities. Greco responded that no of�icial outreach had been conducted but 
that he had held several discussions with residents of Kelly Ford Road and in the 
River Oaks development. 
 
Stone sought con�irmation that traf�ic concerns would be addressed during the site 
plan development process and in coordination with NCDOT, and Taylor con�irmed 
that they would. He stated that the request being considered was for a rezoning and 
that any issues regarding the location of the entrance would be addressed 
separately. 
 

Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to approve the proposed zoning amendment 
from AG to RS-40. She further motioned that the proposed zoning amendment be approved 
because the proposed zoning amendment was consistent with Oak Ridge's future Land Use 
plan, and because the Planning Board had provided Council with its written statement that the 
proposed amendment was consistent with this comprehensive plan. She motioned that Council 
concurred and adopted the Planning Board's �inding of consistency by reference. She added 
that the proposed zoning amendment was reasonable and adopted the Town Staff report 
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�inding, which is adopted by reference, that the proposed zoning amendment was reasonable. 
She concluded that the proposed zoning amendment was in the public interest because the 
report of the Town staff had found the proposed zoning amendment to be in the public 
interest, and it was adopted by reference. Councilman Jim Harton seconded the motion. 
 

Schneider expressed appreciation to Shull for raising her concerns and shared her 
belief that both the P&Z Board and NCDOT would appropriately address the traf�ic 
safety concerns. 
 

The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
C. Lease or Rental of Real Property: Resolution R-2025-05 Lease of Park 

Maintenance Building to Oak Ridge Youth Association (ORYA) 
 

Town Manager Bill Bruce presented a retroactive lease agreement with ORYA 
effective July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2027, to lease 2,000 square feet of space 
within the Town Park Maintenance building for an annual charge of $1, which in 
compliance with legal requirements for leasing real property. He explained that the 
original lease began in 2011 after ORYA requested the Town build a storage facility 
with an agreement to share the cost through a lease that continued until 2021, at 
which point ORYA’s portion of the expenses would have been fully repaid. Bruce 
said that the original lease had expired in 2024, and the current lease was being 
retroactively applied to 2024.  
 
Kinneman opened the public hearing. 
 
Proponents 
None 
 
Opponents 
 
None 
Kinneman closed the public comment portion of the public hearing. 
 
Council Discussion 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone made a motion to approve the lease as presented in Resolution R-
2025-05, and Councilman Michael Greeson seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
 

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS / COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION REPORTS 
 

A. Community Organization Reports 
 

Councilman Jim Harton called attention to the Oak Ridge Military Academy’s skeet 
shoot fundraiser at Shane’s Sporting Clay on August 9. 
 

B. Comments from the Public 
 

None 
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9. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Reconsideration/Approval of Park Entrance Master Plan Lighting 
 

Bruce explained that the discussion of the Park Entrance Master Plan Lighting 
proposal had been continued from the May meeting, when Council directed staff to 
gather additional information, solicit further proposals, and obtain a contract from 
Duke Energy. He presented two proposals, the �irst being from Oak Ridge Electric to 
install bollard lights along walkways connecting parking areas in Town Park and 
Town Hall with the Farmhouse Community Center for $44,045. Bruce presented the 
second proposal from Duke Energy for fourteen traditional acorn styled LED 
pedestrian scaled streetlights for a 10-year lease price of $417 per month for the 
poles. He noted that the Duke Energy plan would accommodate changes or 
upgrades of the lights without penalty. He stated that Oak Ridge Electric had been 
approached to propose a similar lighting scope to Duke Energy’s plan, but they 
declined the opportunity to provide a bid for this scope of work. Bruce added that, at 
Council’s request, staff conducted a net present value analysis of the two proposals 
to compare the upfront cost of one with the monthly payment structure of the other. 
He stated that the net present value of the Duke Energy proposal over the life of the 
project was $96,500, compared to $101,000 for the Oak Ridge Electric proposal. 
 

Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to approve the Duke Energy proposal for 
lighting Town Park walkways between the Town Park parking lot and Linville Road crosswalk 
including the Farmhouse grounds as presented in the meeting packet. Councilman Jim Harton 
seconded the motion. 

 
Schneider said she believed the Duke Energy proposal to be reasonable and that the 
plan was a great service to the Town’s residents. 
 
Harton acknowledged that the continued discussion resulted in an increase in the 
number of lights proposed in the plan, and he expressed his support for the updated 
proposal. 
 
Stone sought clari�ication of the services included in the monthly rate. Taylor 
explained that the monthly charge included the rental of all 14 poles and monthly 
power usage. 
 
Kinneman noted that the Duke Energy proposal eliminated �inancial risk by 
covering all maintenance and repair costs, whereas the Oak Ridge Electric proposal 
would not offer such coverage once the warranty period ended. He noted that the 
remaining parking lot lights would eventually need to be upgraded to the cost-
ef�icient LED �ixtures outlined in the lighting plan. Taylor con�irmed that replacing 
the haloid lights with LEDs would lead to a reduction in power costs by three-
quarters. 
 

The motion passed (4-1), with Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone voting against. 
 
 

10. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
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A. Consideration/Approval of appointment of Parks & Recreation Advisory 

Board regular member 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone made a motion to approve the appointment of Ty Lindsey from an 
alternate to a regular member of the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, and Councilman Michael 
Greeson seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

B. Consideration/Approval of appointment of Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Board alternate 

 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to approve the appointment of Barbara Engel as Parks 
& Recreation Advisory Board alternate, and Councilman Michael Greeson seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0) 
 

C. Consideration/Approval of unsealing minutes of closed sessions 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone made a motion to approve the unsealing of closed session minutes from 
June 15, 2023, June 29, 2023, and July 11, 2024. Councilman Michael Greeson seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

D. Consideration/Approval of accepting voluntary annexation requests 
 

Assistant Town Manager/Town Clerk Sandra Smith explained that four requests for 
voluntary annexation were received recently from property owners residing along 
the southern border of the Town. She observed that while voluntary annexations 
had been readily obtained in previous years, no other requests had been submitted 
over the past two years. She conjectured that the proposed sewer line from 
Greensboro had prompted the recent requests for inclusion in the Town’s extra-
territorial jurisdiction (ETJ). She referred to the memo in the meeting packet, which 
is incorporated by reference and made a part of the minutes, detailing the total 
number of annexations accepted in the last several years. Smith explained that, 
should the Council wish to seek voluntary annexation request, there were three 
options for promoting them. The �irst option would be by word of mouth, which she 
explained would be challenging without dependable communication channels to 
reach the outlying areas in the ETJ. The second option would be to conduct a 
targeted mailing to approximately 250 property owners on the southern border of 
the Town. And the third option would be to conduct a blanket mailing to 
approximately 600 eligible and potentially eligible property owners in the ETJ and 
along the southern border. She stated that while this method would require greater 
expense, time, and staff effort, including the involvement from the Town Attorney to 
de�ine the metes and bounds of property lines, it would yield the best results in 
terms of applicants. She suggested that an application timeframe be applied which 
would align with the �iscal year when tax bills are distributed but emphasized that 
this decision rested with Council. 
 
Stone commented on the advantage of accelerating the timetable for accepting 
voluntary annexations. 
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Harton asked if the applicants had provided a timeline. Smith replied that the 
timeline would be determined by Council and noted that previously denied 
applicants could be included to be reviewed for reconsideration. Harton inquired 
whether Council should be aware of any time constraints. Smith responded that the 
proposed sewer line from Greensboro was the only factor she was aware of that 
could possibly in�luence the timeline. 
 
Schneider inquired whether a deadline would be set in the solicitation of 
applications. Smith replied that April 1 had traditionally served as the submission 
deadline, and Town Attorney Michael Thomas explained that this date allowed 
suf�icient time for staff to do the required work so ordinances would take effect on 
July 1, which is the start of the new �iscal year. Schneider voiced her concern about 
the late submission date, and Thomas explained that annexation requests were 
generally initiated at the start of the year to allow the public ample time to apply. 
Schneider proposed beginning the process in August with an earlier deadline to 
prevent the workload from becoming compressed ahead of the July 1 effective date. 
She said she was in favor of implementing a blanket mailing.  
 
Kinneman expressed his support for the blanket mailing and deferred decisions 
regarding the timeline to staff to manage the demands of processing the requests in 
a timely manner. 
 
Harton inquired about the possibility of accepting the annexation applications for 
the four known requests. Thomas responded that the tax bills for these properties 
would be prorated, but this would place a burden on the county tax of�ice. He 
recommended establishing July 1, 2026, as the effective date for all approved 
annexations. 
 
Stone suggested perhaps hiring an outside agency to handle the bulk mailing activity 
to alleviate the workload on town staff. Smith clari�ied that the time constraints 
were not caused by the physical mailing of letters, but rather by the need to dedicate 
time for engaging the public, educating residents, managing annexation requests, 
and certifying properties for annexation as well as working with the Town Attorney. 
Kinneman reiterated his wish to give staff the �lexibility and resources needed to 
handle the constraints of the process. 
 

Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to instruct staff to initiate a blanket mailing to 
all property owners in the Town’s ETJ and along the Town’s southern border, and to work with 
the Town Attorney to create an ordinance accepting eligible voluntary annexation requests to 
be effective June 30, 2026, in alignment with the �iscal year in property taxes. Mayor Pro Tem 
Stone seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

E. Any other business 
 

None 
 
 

11. MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
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Finance Of�icer Sam Anders presented the �inancial report for the �inal month of the 
�iscal year, June 2025, which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of 
the minutes. He highlighted a strong cash position with a fund balance exceeding $3 
million. He added that auditors were scheduled to begin interim work promptly and 
that a bond increase from $500,000 to $1 million had been requested on behalf of 
the Finance Of�icer and his two assistants, Bruce and Smith, as required by statute, 
to take effect on July 11, 2025 to ensure compliance for the upcoming �iscal year. 
Anders also requested a �inal budget amendment of $11,077 to make minor 
adjustments needed to balance the budget for the 2024-25 �iscal year. 
 

Councilman Jim Harton made a motion to approve the �inance report as presented by the 
Finance Of�icer, and Councilman Michael Greeson seconded. The motion passed unanimously 
(5-0).  
 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to approve the budget amendment of $11,077, 
and Councilman Jim Harton seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0).   
 

 
12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
Co-Chair John Browning reported on the status of several projects at the park. He 
stated that a QR code had been created and disseminated publicly for responses to a 
survey regarding Phase II of Heritage Farm Park (HFP) amenities. He provided 
updates on the fencing around the playground at HFP, the progress of the upcoming 
open house at the Farmhouse Community Center, the success of Music in the Park, 
and announced the launch of a new music series at the Farmhouse to be called 
Music on the Lawn. 
 

B. Finance Committee 
No report 
 

C. Water Advisory Committee 
Kinneman reported that bids were being accepted for the engineering of the water 
main and announced the possibility of enrolling the Oak Ridge Commons shopping 
center as a potential customer. Harton added that communication remained open 
regarding the rapidly evolving municipal water system and that productive 
discussions with local developers were ongoing. He emphasized that a marketing 
campaign would be launched in the near future. 
 

D. Historic Preservation Commission 
No report 
 

E. Planning & Zoning Board 
Previously reported 
 

F. Board of Adjustment 
No report 
 

G. Mountains-to-Sea Trail Committee 
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Chair Anne Steele reported on the status of the Headwaters Trail and trails in the 
Carriage Cove and Pemberley Estates area, paying particular attention to the two 
bridges being built as Eagle Scout projects and to the pending opening of these 
trails. She stated that future trail planning had been discussed with the Piedmont 
Land Conservancy and Friends of the MST and that several grants had been 
identi�ied by the committee for future funding opportunities. 
 

H. Conservation Easement Committee 
No report 
 

I. Special Events Committee 
Chair Patti Dmuchowski reported on the success of the July 4 Kids Bike Parade 
event. She reported that Phase II of the Veterans Honor Green was underway with 
an expected completion date in August. She indicated that plans were being made to 
celebrate the nation’s 250th anniversary in 2026 and reported on the status of 
planning for upcoming events for the remainder of the year. 
 

J. Tree Board 
No report 
 
 

13. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Adrian Eckenrod, 5679 Timber Trace Way, urged participation in the HFP Phase II 
survey, emphasizing that the committee depended on public feedback to plan useful 
and desirable park facilities. 
 
 

14. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Councilwoman Ann Schneider invited anyone interested in volunteering to offer the 
invocation at future Council meetings to contact her or Town Hall. She said she 
would not address Stone’s speci�ic comments regarding the Village Woods 
Conveyance Agreement, but encouraged residents to reach out to Council members 
for accurate details of the discussion held on it. She emphasized that the Council’s 
decision to accept the Village Woods system was legitimate, with no “insider deals,” 
acknowledging that while consensus was preferred, split votes were sometimes 
inevitable. She explained that the special called meeting was called to include the 
expertise of the Water Advisory Committee and that future public updates and 
information sessions on water issues were planned. Schneider also defended her 
right to free speech during public comment periods, stating she would continue to 
discuss important issues, including potential re-election decisions and candidate 
recommendations. Lastly, she highlighted the community survey on Heritage Farm 
Park’s Phase II plans, reminding everyone that the focus extended beyond pickleball 
to include other amenities such as tennis courts, basketball facilities, and picnic 
shelters. She thanked organizers for recent community events such as the Kids Bike 
Parade and Flag Day observance. 
 
Councilman Jim Harton reported recent Water Committee changes, with two 
members stepping down and two alternates becoming full-time members amid 
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heightened activity in the Committee. He emphasized that Oak Ridge was actively 
engaged in the water business, currently operating through community wells, with 
plans to connect a main line to the new water tower along NC 150 in the near future. 
Addressing concerns about the Village Woods system operating at a loss, he 
explained that while some water systems were less pro�itable, others would offset 
the costs, making it bene�icial for the town to accept as many new customers as 
possible. He noted that the previous month’s presentation at the special called 
meeting supported this approach, leading to the Council’s decision to accept Village 
Woods as part of the overall water enterprise strategy. He emphasized that the 
decision was made transparently, with no hidden motives involved. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone stated that his role was to �ight for causes that matter, 
not just those that were easy to win. He reaf�irmed his commitment to serving Oak 
Ridge citizens by promoting transparency, safeguarding taxpayer money, and 
maintaining a �iscally conservative approach, pledging to continue doing so on 
behalf of the citizenry. 
 
Councilman Michael Greeson provided no comment.  
 
Mayor Jim Kinneman clari�ied that his social media posts re�lected only his personal 
opinions, not attempts to restrict other Council members’ public comments. He 
reiterated that the Village Woods water issue had been discussed openly for over 14 
months, including during a properly noticed special called meeting where all 
members were able to participate before casting their formal votes. He stressed that 
all information discussed at the meetings was accessible to the public in the form of 
meeting minutes and recordings. He rejected any implication of impropriety, saying 
that the continued debate on the issue stemmed more from a disagreement over the 
outcome rather than a revelation of �laws in the process. Kinneman also reminded 
residents to stay alert to changing traf�ic patterns as construction continued, to 
complete the Heritage Farm Park survey, and to participate in the upcoming 
election.  
 
 

15. CLOSED SESSION 
 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to go into closed session at 8:39 p.m., and 
Councilman Him Harton seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to return to open session at 8:55 p.m., and 
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilwoman Ann Schneider made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m., and Mayor 
Pro Tem Mike Stone seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

 
 

________________________________________________ 
Sandra Smith, MMC, NCCMC 
Assistant Town Manager/Town Clerk 
 

_______________________________________________ 
      Jim A. Kinneman 

Mayor 
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