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OAK RIDGE PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 22, 2018 – 7:00 P.M.

OAK RIDGE TOWN HALL

MINUTES
Members Present






Staff Present
Bobbi Baker, Vice Chair




Bill Bruce, Town Manager/

Patti Paslaru 




     Planning Director
Steve Wilson







Sandra Smith, Town Clerk
Larry Stafford








Ed Treacy, Alternate (Sitting)





Members Absent









Ron Simpson, Chair









Nancy Stoudemire
Tammy Gardner 









Tony Cooler, Alternate




1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Bobbi Baker at 7:01 p.m. 
2. APPROVE AGENDA
Ed Treacy made a motion to approve the amended meeting agenda after adding item 4.C. Election of Chair and Vice Chair. Patti Paslaru seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0).
3.
APPROVE MINUTES

Patti Paslaru made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 24, 2017 and September 28, 2017 meetings. Larry Stafford seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0).

4. NEW BUSINESS
A. Site Plan Case #Sub-18-01. Fairview Church. Preservation Oak Ridge Foundation requests approval for a new freestanding restroom facility and parking lot at Fairview Church (AKA Ai Church). The property is located at 1306 NC Highway 68 North. is Guilford County Tax Parcel #0217257, and is zoned CU-LO, Scenic Corridor Overlay Zone, Greensboro (GW-III) Watershed Overlay Zone. It is owned by Preservation Oak Ridge Foundation, Inc.
Town Manager/Planning Director Bill Bruce said the request from Preservation Oak Ridge Foundation was for approval of a freestanding restroom and parking lot, which would allow the property to be used for a museum and meeting space. He read the property description and presented the staff report, which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of the minutes. He said the site plan shows the existing church and the improved parking area with designated handicap spaces and a restroom. Bruce said street access to the property is the existing gravel driveway. He said the driveway encroached on the United Methodist Church cemetery site, and that obtaining formal documentation from the cemetery owner has been discussed with the applicant. Bruce said he recommended obtaining that documentation be a condition of approval of the request. He said because the property was a church and, in his opinion, the request would not change that use, he thought the existing landscaping was grandfathered. Bruce said subject to approval from N.C. DOT, he thought the site plan met the requirements of the ordinance and recommended conditional approval. 
Treacy asked where the septic field for the restroom would be located. 

Chris Rohrer of Land Solutions, who was representing the applicant, said the obvious location would be to the north of the proposed restroom. He said the system would be small, and it would probably be equivalent to what a two-bedroom house would have. 

Paslaru said she wished there was some way to have the entrance off Alcorn Road instead of from N.C. 68. 

Baker asked if the number of parking spots met the requirements. Bruce said it met the minimum requirements since they had decided to classify the use as a museum, which was the best classification they could come up with.

Baker asked if services would be held at the church. 

 
Doug  Nodine, president of Preservation Oak Ridge Foundation, said there would be no regular church services, but there might be group gatherings there for limited functions. He said Preservation Oak Ridge had never determined specifically how the building would be used, but members initially became involved in order to save the structure.

Patti Paslaru made a motion to approve Site Plan #18-01 with conditions stated by Bill Bruce:
1. That N.C. DOT approve the entrance, and

2. That an easement for encroachment on the cemetery property be obtained. 

Steve Wilson seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0). 
B. Appointment to Streetscape Vision Plan committee.
Bruce explained that the Town had received an economic development grant from the state in the amount of $33,000. The Town Council had elected to hire a consultant to create a streetscape plan in the Town Core. The committee, which would work with the consultant, would be made up of a Planning & Zoning Board member, a Historic Preservation Commission member, a Merchants of Oak Ridge member, a representative from Oak Ridge Military Academy, Town Core residents and at-larger representatives.
Steve Wilson volunteered to serve as Planning & Zoning Board representative. As chairman of the Oak Ridge Military Academy Board of Trustees, Wilson said he would also have the chairman of the school’s Building and Grounds Committee serve on the committee as the ORMA representative.
Patti Paslaru nominated Steve Wilson to be the Board’s representative on the Streetscape Vision Plan Committee. With no other nominations, the vote for Wilson was unanimous (5-0). 
C.
Election of chair and vice chair
Steve Wilson nominated Ron Simpson as chair. With no other nominations, the vote for Simpson was unanimous (5-0). 

Ed Treacy nominated Bobbi Baker as vice chair. With no other nominations, the vote for Baker was unanimous (5-0). 

5.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Baker congratulated Bill Bruce for recently being named Town Manager.
6.
 ADJOURNMENT
Patti Paslaru made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m. Ed Treacy seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0). 
Respectfully Submitted:

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
Sandra B. Smith, NCCMC, CMC 



Bobbi Baker
Town Clerk





Vice Chair
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