
TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-331 (Permitted Uses) of the Town of Oak Ridge 
Code of Ordinances to allow Event Center as a use by right in the GO-M (General Office – 
Medium Intensity) district, GB (General Business) district, SC (Shopping Center) district, PI 
(Public and Institutional) district and as a Special Use Permit (S) in the AG (Agricultural) and RS-
40 (Residential) districts. 

TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-957 (General Requirements) of the Town of Oak 
Ridge Code of Ordinances to amend Off Street Parking Requirements to include Event Center 
with the following requirements:  

1 space per 4 event attendees  

If event parking demands exceed the on-site parking lot capacity, the event center shall submit 
to the Town of Oak Ridge Code Enforcement Officer a parking plan that will meet the parking 
demands of the event. 

TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-9 (Definitions) of the Town of Oak Ridge Code of 
Ordinances to define Event Center. 

EVENT CENTER.   A public or privately owned structure or area used for the purposes of social, 
entertainment, or educational gatherings to include meetings, music events, parties, weddings, 
and receptions. Entertainment facilities may include performance areas, multi-purpose spaces, 
and/or meeting rooms available for use by private groups. Accessory uses may include food 
preparation facilities, offices, and space for event center retail sales.   
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Sec. 30-331. Permitted uses. 

(a) Permitted use schedule.  

(1) Tabulation of permitted uses. Within each zoning district indicated on the official zoning map and 
subject to all requirements and conditions specified in this chapter, land, buildings, and structures shall 
only be used and buildings and structures shall only be erected which are intended or designed to be 
used for uses listed in the permitted use schedule below. In the appropriate columns of the permitted 
use schedule below, uses permitted by right in the various districts are indicated with a "P," uses 
requiring a special use permit are indicated by an "S," uses permitted by right subject to meeting 
additional development standards as set forth in article IX are indicated with a "D," and uses requiring 
a manufactured housing overlay zone are indicated with a "Z." The column on the far right labeled 
"LUC" indicates the land use classification of each use as it relates to planting yard requirements found 
in division 4 of article IX.  

(2) Formulation of permitted use schedule. 

a. The Standard Industrial Classification Manual 1987 was utilized in the preparation of this table 
and shall be referred to as a guide for purposes of interpretation by the enforcement officer. SIC 
codes are used to refer to SIC classifications. Entries with 0000 in the Reference SIC column do 
not correspond to any classification in the SIC manual.  

b. When a use is not listed in the permitted use schedule below, the enforcement officer shall 
classify it with that use in the table most similar to it. The SIC manual shall serve as a guide in 
classifying any unlisted use. If the enforcement officer should determine that a use is not listed 
and is not similar to a use in the permitted use schedule below, than said use is prohibited.  

c. Rental and leasing of any commodity shall be permitted under the same classification and in the 
same districts as are sales of that commodity, unless rental or leasing of that commodity is listed 
separately in the permitted use schedule below.  

d. If an industrial plant or facility involves two (or more) manufacturing activities with different SIC 
codes on the same zone lot, the industrial plant shall be permitted only in those zoning districts 
where the more restricted activity is permitted. (For example, an industrial plant preparing 
canned peanuts and also manufacturing the cans is allowed in those zoning districts permitting 
can manufacturing.)  

(b) Mixed uses. Two or more permitted uses may occupy the same principal building.  

(c) Prohibited uses. Within certain overlay districts, some uses are prohibited, regardless of the uses permitted 
in the underlying zoning district. The following uses are prohibited in the overlay districts listed.  

(1) Scenic corridor overlay district. Class A, B, and C manufactured dwellings are prohibited in the scenic 
corridor overlay district. See section 30-591.  

(2) Airport overlay district. Multifamily housing and single-family housing on lots less than 40,000 square 
feet are prohibited in the airport overlay district. See section 30-593.  

(3) Flood hazard area. Storage or processing of materials that are flammable, corrosive, toxic or explosive, 
or which could otherwise be injurious to human, animal or plant life in time of flood shall be prohibited 
from the flood hazard areas. See section 30-1367(d)(2).  
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   ZONING DISTRICTS 
USE TYPE Ref.  

SIC  
AG  RS40  RS30  LO  TC-R  GOM  NB*  LB*  GB*  SC*  PI  LUC  

AGRICULTURAL USES 
Agricultural production (crops)  0100  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  1  
Agricultural production (livestock)  0200  P  D  D          1  
Animal feeder/breeder  0210             1  
Animal services  
(livestock)  

0751  P            3  

Animal services (other)  0752  P      D   D  D  D   3  
Fish hatchery  0920  P            4  
Forestry  0810  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  1  
Horticultural specialities  0180  P            2  
Veterinary service (livestock)  0741  P            3  
Veterinary service  
(other)  

0742  P      D   D  D  D   3  

MINING USES 
RESIDENTIAL USES 
Common recreation and service facilities  0000  P  P  P  P  P   P      1  
Congregate care  
facility  

0000      D  D      D  2  

Family care facility  0000  P  P  P  P  P   P     P  1  
Group care facility  0000       D      D  2  
Manufactured dwelling (class AA)  0000  P  Z  Z          1  
Manufactured dwelling (class A & B)  0000  P  Z  Z          1  
Manufactured dwelling park  0000             2  
Maternal care home  
(six or less)  

0000  P  P  P  P  P   P      1  

Maternal care home (nine or less)  0000     P    P     P  1  
Private dormitory  0000             2  
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Shelter for the homeless  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  2  
Single-family attached dwelling  0000      P        1  
Single-family detached dwelling  0000  P  P  P  P  P   P      1  
Single-room occupancy (SRO) residence  0000            D  2  
Subdivision,  
major - residential  

0000   P  P  P  P   P       

Subdivision,  
minor - residential  

0000  P  P  P  P  P   P       

Temporary shelter  0000            P  2  
Townhouse dwelling  0000      P        2  
Two-family dwelling (twin home or 
duplex)  

0000  P    P  P   P      1  

ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 
Accessory dwelling unit (manufactured 
dwelling)  

0000  S  S  S  S  S  S        

Accessory dwelling unit (modular or 
meeting N.C. Residential Building Code)  

0000  D  D  D  D  D  D        

Accessory uses and structures 
(customary)—see div. 2 of this article  

0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   

Caretaker dwelling  0000  D    D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   
Emergency shelter  0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   
Home occupation  
(including renting  
of rooms)  

0000  D  D  D   D  D  D       

Flying field, private  0000  D           D   
Migrant labor housing  0000  D             
Recycling collection point  0000  P    P   P  P  P  P  P  P   
Rural family occupation  0000  S             
Satellite dish/communication tower  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   
Swimming pool  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   
Temporary family healthcare structure  0000  D  D  D  D  D   D       
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Yard sale (no more than three per year)  0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P       
RECREATIONAL USES 
Athletic fields  0000  S  S  S  D   P  D  P  P  P  P  1  
Auditorium, coliseum or stadium  0000           P  P  3  
Batting cages  7999             3  
Billiard parlors  7999         P  P  P   3  
Bowling center  7933          P  P   3  
Club or lodge  8640  S  S  S  S   P  S  P  P  P  P  3  
Country club with golf course  7997  D  S  S    S    D   D  1  
Dance school  7911        P  P  P  P   3  
Equestrian facility  7999  S  S          S  2  
Fortune tellers,  
astrologers  

7999         P  P    3  

Golf course, miniature  7999         P  P  P   3  
Golf course  7992  P  S  S         D  1  
Golf driving range  7999  S            3  
Martial arts instructional schools  7999         P  P  P   3  
Paintball gaming facility (outdoor)  0000  S           S  3  
Physical fitness center  7991       P   P  P  P   3  
Private club or  
recreation facility,  
other  

7997  S            3  

Public park  7990  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  1  
Public recreation facility  7990  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  2  
Shooting range, indoor  7999          D    3  
Shooting range, outdoor  7999  S           S  5  
Skating rink  7999          P  P   3  
Sport instructional schools  7999         P  P  P   P  
Sports and recreation clubs, indoor  7997         P  P  P  P  3  
Swim and tennis club  7997  D  S  S   S  D    D   D  3  
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EDUCATIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 
Ambulance service  4119     P   P   P  P  P  P  3  
Cemetery or mausoleum  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  2  
Church  8661  P  D  D  P  D  P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
College or university  8220          P   P  3  
Day care center, adult (five or less, home 
occupation)  

8322  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  1  

Day care center, adult (six or more)  8322  S    D   D  D  D  D  D  D  3  
Day care center, child (five or less, home 
occupation)  

8351  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  1  

Day care center, child (six or more)  8351  S    D   D  D  D  D  D  D  3  
Elementary or secondary school  8211  D  D  D  D  D       P  3  
Event Center 0000 S S    D   D D D 4 
Fire station  9224  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Fraternity or sorority (university or 
college related)  

0000       P   P  P  P  P  3  

Government office  9000     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Hospital  8062            P  3  
Library  8231     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Museum or art gallery  8412     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Nursing and convalescent home  8050       P    P  P  P  3  
Orphanage  8361       P      P  3  
Police station, neighborhood  9221  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Post office  0000     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Retreat center  0000  S         P  P  P  3  
School administration facility  9411     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Specialty hospital  8069       P    P   P  3  
BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL SERVICES 
Accounting, auditing or bookkeeping  8721     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Administrative or management services  8740     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
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Advertising agency or representative  7310       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Advertising, outdoor services  7312          D    4  
Automobile rental or leasing  7510          P    4  
Automobile repair services, major  0000          P    4  
Automobile repair services, minor  0000          P  P   3  
Automobile parking (commercial)  7521          P  P  S  3  
Automotive towing and storage services  7549          D    3  
Bank, savings and loan, or credit union  6000       D   P  P  P   3  
Barbershop  7241       P  P  P  P  P    
Beauty shop  7431       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Boat repair  3730          P    4  
Building maintenance services  7349          P    3  
Car wash  7542          D  D   4  
Clothing alteration or repair  0000        P  P  P  P   3  
Computer maintenance and repair  7378          P  P   3  
Computer services  7370       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Economic, sociological or educational 
research  

8732     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  

Employment agency, personnel agency  7360       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Engineering, architect or survey service  8710     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Equipment rental and leasing (no 
outside storage)  

7350          P    3  

Equipment repair, light  7690          D    3  
Finance or loan office (with drive-
through)  

6100       P   P  P  P   3  

Finance or loan office (without drive-
through)  

6100     P   P   P  P  P   3  

Funeral home or crematorium  7261       P    P   S  3  
Furniture repair shop  7641          P    3  
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Insurance agency (no on-site claims 
inspections)  

6411     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  

Insurance agency (carriers and on-site 
claims inspections)  

6300       P   P  P  P   3  

Kennels or pet grooming  0752  P      D   D  D  D   3  
Landscape and horticultural Services  0780  S            4  
Laundromat, coin-operated  7215        P  P  P  P   3  
Laundry or dry cleaning substation  7212        P  P  P  P   3  
Law office  8111     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Medical, dental or related office  8000     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Medical or dental laboratory  8071     P   P   P  P  P  P  3  
Motion picture production  7810          P    3  
Noncommercial research organization  8733     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Office uses not otherwise classified  0000       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Pest or termite control services  7342          P    3  
Photocopying and duplicating services  7334       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Photofinishing laboratory  7384          P  P   3  
Photography, commercial  7335          P    3  
Photograph studio  7221       P  P  P  P  P   3  
Real estate office  6500     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Recreational vehicle park or campsite  7033             4  
Refrigerator or large appliance repair  7623          D    3  
Rehabilitation or counseling services  8300     P   P  P  P  P  P  P  3  
Shoe repair or shoeshine shop  7251        P  P  P  P   3  
Stock, security or commodity broker  6200     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Taxidermist  7699          P    3  
Television, radio or electronics repair  7620          P  P   3  
Theater (outdoor)  7833             3  
Theater (indoor)  7832          P  P   3  
Tourist home (bed and breakfast)  7011  S  S  S   S  D  D  D  P    2  
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Travel agency  4720     P   P  P  P  P  P   3  
Vocational, business or secretarial 
school  

8240       P   P  P  P   3  

Watch or jewelry repair shop  7631        P  P  P  P   3  
RETAIL TRADE 
A B C store (liquor)  5921          P  P   3  
Antique store  5932        P  P  P  P   3  
Appliance store  5722          P  P   3  
Arts and crafts  0000        P  P  P  P   3  
Auto supply sales  5531          P  P   3  
Bakery  5461        P  P  P  P   3  
Bar  5813          D  D   3  
Bookstore  5942        P  P  P  P   3  
Bookstore, adult  0000          D    3  
Building supply sales (no storage yard)  5211          P  P   3  
Building supply sales (with storage yard)  5211          D  D   4  
Camera store  5946        P  P  P  P   3  
Candy store  5441        P  P  P  P   3  
Clothing, shoe and accessory store  5600        P  P  P  P   3  
Computer sales  5734        P  P  P  P   3  
Convenience store (with gasoline 
pumps)  

5411         P  P  P   4  

Convenience store (without gasoline 
pumps)  

5411        P  P  P  P   3  

Dairy products store  5451        P  P  P  P   3  
Department, variety or general 
merchandise  

5300        P  P  P  P   3  

Drugstore  5912        P  P  P  P   3  
Fabric or piece goods store  5949        P  P  P  P   3  
Floor covering, drapery or upholstery  5710          P  P   3  
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Florist  5992        P  P  P  P   3  
Food store  5400        P  P  P  P   3  
Fuel oil sales  5980             4  
Furniture sales  5712        P  P  P  P   3  
Garden center or retail nursery  5261          P  D   3  
Gift or card shop  5947        P  P  P  P   3  
Hardware store  5251        P  P  P  P   3  
Hobby shop  5945        P  P  P  P   3  
Home furnishings, miscellaneous  5719        P  P  P  P   3  
Jewelry store  5944        P  P  P  P   3  
Luggage or leather goods store  5948        P  P  P  P   3  
Miscellaneous retail sales  5999        P  P  P  P   3  
Motor vehicle sales (new and used)  5511          P    4  
Motorcycle sales  5571          P    4  
Musical instrument sales  5736        P  P  P  P   3  
Newsstand  5994        P  P  P  P   3  
Office machine sales  5999        P  P  P  P   3  
Optical goods sales  5995       D  P  P  P  P   3  
Paint and wallpaper sales  5231          P  P   3  
Pet store  5999         P  P  P   3  
Record and tape store  5735        P  P  P  P   3  
Recreational vehicle sales  5561          P    4  
Restaurant (with drive-through)  5812          P  P   3  
Restaurant (without drive-through)  5812        P  D  P  P   3  
Service station, gasoline  5541         P  P  P   4  
Sporting goods store  5941        P  P  P  P   3  
Stationery store  5943        P  P  P  P   3  
Television, radio or electronics sales  5731        P  P  P  P   3  
Tire sales  5531          P  P   3  
Tobacco store  5993        P  P  P  P   3  
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
Apparel, piece goods and notions  5130          P    4  
Beer, wine or distilled alcoholic 
beverages  

5180             4  

Books, periodicals and newspapers  5192          P    4  
Drugs and sundries  5122          P    4  
Durable goods, other  5099          P    4  
Electrical goods  5060          P    4  
Farm supplies, other  5191  D            4  
Flowers, nursery stock and florist 
supplies  

5193  D         P    4  

Forest products  5099  D            5  
Furniture and home furnishings  5020          P    4  
Grain and field beans  5153  D            5  
Groceries and related products  5140          P    4  
Hardware  5072          P    4  
Jewelry, watches, precious stones and 
metals  

5094          P    4  

Livestock  5154  D            5  
Market showroom (furniture, apparel 
etc.)  

0000          D    3  

Paper and paper products  5110          P    4  
Professional and commercial equipment 
and supplies  

5040          P    4  

Sporting and recreational goods and 
supplies  

5091          P    4  

Tobacco and tobacco products  5194          P    4  
Toys and hobby goods and supplies  5092          P    4  
Wallpaper and paint brushes  5198          P    4  
TRANSPORTATION, WAREHOUSING AND UTILITIES 
Beneficial fill area  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   
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Bus terminal  4100          P    4  
Communication or broadcasting facility  4800       P    P  P   3  
Construction or demolition debris (C-D) 
landfill, minor  

0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   

Courier service substation  4215       P    P  P   3  
Land clearing and inert debris (LCID) 
landfill, minor  

0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D   

Heliport  4522       S      S  5  
Radio, television or communication 
tower  

0000  D      D    D   D  3  

Taxi terminal  4121          P    4  
Utility company office  0000       P    P  P   3  
Utility lines and related appurtenances  0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   
Utility service facility (no outside 
storage)  

0000          P    4  

Utility substation  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  4  
Water treatment plant  0000            P  4  
Wireless communications facilities  0000  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  D  
MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL USES 
Ice  2097          P    4  
Printing and publishing  2700          P    4  
Sawmill or planning mills  2420  P            5  
OTHER USES 
Automotive parking (subject to div. 3 of 
art. IX, off-street parking, stacking and 
loading areas)  

0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  3  

Billboards  0000             1  
Mixed development  0000          D  D   3  
Temporary construction, storage or 
office; real estate sales or rental office 

0000  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   
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(with concurrent building permit for 
permanent building)  
Temporary events (refer to sec. 30-
292(c)) including but not limited to arts 
and crafts shows  

0000       P  P  P  P  P  P   

Carnivals and fairs  7999  P         P  P  P   
Christmas tree sales  0000  P        P  P  P  P   
Concerts, stage shows  7920  P          P  P   
Conventions, trade shows  0000           P  P   
Outdoor retail sales  5000          P  P    
Outdoor religious events  0000  P          P  P   
Turkey shoots  0000  D             

 

WS-III = New landfills which require a NPDS permit for disposing of treates leachate are prohibited in WS-III (GWA) watersheds.  

P = use by right.  

D = development standards.  

S = special use permit required.  

Z = overlay zoning required.  

* = additional district requirements, see section 30-353(b).  

(Ord. of 1-6-2000, § 4-3; Ord. of 1-6-2000, table 4-3-1; Ord. of 5-6-2004, table 4-3-1; Ord. of 2-4-2010(1); Ord. of 6-2-2016; Ord. of 3-1-2017; Ord. of 10-1-
2020(2)) 
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TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Chapter 30, Article IX DIVISION 5. DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES to add Event Center.

Sec. 30-1048. Event Center. 
(a) Where required. GO-M (General Office – Medium Intensity) district, GB (General Business) district, SC 

(Shopping Center) district, PI (Public and Institutional) district 

(b) Required with Special Use Permit. AG (Agricultural) and RS-40 (Residential)  

1) RS-40 and AG zoned parcels less than 3 acres cannot receive a Special Use Permit 
2) RS-40 Parcels shall be located along a major thoroughfare in accordance with the Town of Oak 

Ridge Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan.  
3) RS-40 Parcels with multiple street frontages shall only use the major thoroughfare as the 

driveway entrance. 
4) Violation of any of the these standards may result in revocation of the special use permit.  

(c) Property Separation. No such establishment, building or parking shall be located adjacent to single-family 
residentially zoned property, unless the event center is granted a special-use-permit.  

(d) Screening. All outdoor equipment and activity areas shall be screened from view of any residence by 
means of a Type C  planting yard. Establishments adjacent to single-family residentially zoned properties 
shall include a minimum 40’ Type A planting yard and a six (6) foot high opaque fence  

(e) Lighting. All areas related to the establishment shall be so lighted to direct the light toward the parking 
areas but shielded so no direct light shall affect any existing residences. Exterior lighting located adjacent 
to single-family residentially zoned property shall be no greater than 10’ in height. The illumination shall 
comply with Division 7 – Outdoor Light Fixture Controls of Chapter 30. (A survey or site plan on CAD can 
be provided to Duke Power Company and they will generate a plan at no cost as long as the customer 
uses their lighting fixtures.) A lighting plan signed or sealed by the preparer with calculations/ft. candles 
shall be submitted along with a completed Zoning Permit Application.  

(f) Hours of Operation. If within three hundred (300) feet of single-family residential zoned property, no 
event with amplified music shall be held outside between the hours of 9:00 PM and 9:00 AM, and no 
outside event activities shall be conducted after 11:00 PM.  

(g) Noise. Electronic amplified sound generated in conjunction with any event shall not be located within 
100’ of residentially zoned properties and not exceed 80 decibels at any time.,  

(h) Parking.  No on-street parking is allowed.  A remote parking plan with shuttle service shall be submitted 
to Town of Oak Ridge Code Enforcement Officer for review and approval.  

Sec. 30-1049. Farm supplies, other, wholesale trade of, 

See section 30-1017.  

(Ord. of 1-6-2000, § 6-4.38) 
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