PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, in 1872, ]. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that
a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more
than a million trees in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, lower
our heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving
oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for
our fires, and countless other wood products; and

WHEREAS, trees in our town increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of
business areas, and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal;
and

WHEREAS, we have a Tree Committee which has led the Town of Oak Ridge in being
recognized as a Tree City USA for five years; and

WHEREAS, our Tree Committee has created a Treasure Trees program as well as held
contests for our citizens to win trees and books about trees.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ann Schneider, Mayor of the Town of Oak Ridge, do hereby proclaim
September 30, 2023, as Arbor Day in the Town of Oak Ridge, North Carolina. I urge all citizens to
celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands for the well-being
of this and future generations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the Town of Oak Ridge
to be affixed this 7th day of September, 2023.

Ann K. Schneider
Mayor
ATTEST:

Sandra B. Smith, CMC, NCCMC
Asst. Town Manager/Town Clerk



PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is the privilege and duty of the American people to commemorate the
two hundred and thirty-fifth anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United
States of America with appropriate ceremonies and activities; and

WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the
President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as
Constitution Week,

NOW, THEREFORE I, Ann K. Schneider by virtue of the authority vested in me as
Mayor of the Town of Oak Ridge, North Carolina, do hereby proclaim the week of September
17 through 23 as

CONSTITUTION WEEK

and urge all citizens to study the Constitution and reflect on the privilege of being an
American with all the rights and responsibilities which that privilege involves.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Town
of Oak Ridge to be affixed this 7th day of September of the year of our Lord two thousand
twenty-three.

Ann K. Schneider
Mayor

ATTEST:

Sandra B. Smith, CMC, NCCMC
Asst. Town Manager/Town Clerk



SAMUEL K. ANDERS, C.P.A., M.S.A., P.C.

INFO@SAMANDERSCPA.COM

8004 LINVILLE ROAD SUITE G 336.643.7577
P.O. Box 447 1.800.467.8299 336.993.3449
OAK RIDGE, NC 27310 FAX 336.643.3606

To the Town Council
Town of Oak Ridge, North Carolina

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide for Town of Oak Ridge for the year
ended June 30, 2024,

We will prepare the financial statements of Town of Oak Ridge, which comprise the annual and monthly balance
sheets - modified accrual basis and the related statements of revenue and expenses - modified accrual basis for
the year ended June 30, 2024 and perform a compilation engagement with respect to those financial statements.
Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures ordinarily included in the financial statements
prepared in accordance with the modified accrual basis of accounting. In addition, the supplementary information
contained in Schedules, 1, 2, 3, and 4, will be prepared and presented with the financial statements. Such
supplementary information is the responsibility of management and will be subject to our compilation
engagement.

Our Responsibilities
The objective of our engagement is to—

1) prepare financial statements in accordance with the modified accrual basis of accounting based on
information provided by you and

2) apply accounting and financial reporting expertise to assist you in the presentation of financial statements
without undertaking to obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be
made to the financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with the modified accrual basis of
accounting.

3) Samuel K. Anders, CPA, MSA will serve as the finance officer for the Town of Oak Ridge, North Carolina. In
this capacity he will prepare, and file reports required for the Town to comply with various regulatory agencies
of the State of North Carolina.

4) We will prepare your semi-monthly payroll, payroll tax payments, quarterly payroll reports, year-end payroll
reports and W-2s. We will also calculate and process your employer and employee retirement contributions.

5) We will provide bookkeeping services which include reviewing bills and preparing checks for payment of bills.
We will track sales tax paid and prepare periodic requests for refund of sales taxes paid.

We will conduct our compilation engagement in accordance with the Statements on Standards for Accounting and
Review Services (SSARS) promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of the AICPA and
comply with applicable professional standards, including the AICPA's Code of Professional Conduct, and its
ethical principles of integrity, objectivity, professional competence, and due care, when performing the
bookkeeping services, preparing the financial statements, and performing the compilation engagement.

We are not required to, and will not, verify the accuracy or completeness of the information you will provide to us
for the engagement or otherwise gather evidence for the purpose of expressing an opinion or a conclusion.
Accordingly, we will not express an opinion or a conclusion nor provide any assurance on the financial statements.

Our engagement cannot be relied upon to identify or disclose any financial statement misstatements, including
those caused by fraud or error, or to identify or disclose any wrongdoing within the entity or noncompliance with
laws and regulations.

We, in our sole professional judgment, reserve the right to refuse to perform any procedure or take any action that
could be construed as assuming management responsibilities.



Your Responsibilifies

The engagement to be performed is conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand that our role is
to prepare financial statements in accordance with modified accrual basis of accounting and assist you in the
presentation of the financial statements in accordance with the modified accrual basis of accounting. You have

the following overall responsibilities that are fundamental to our undertaking the engagement in accordance with
SSARS:

1) The selection of modified accrual basis as the financial reporting framework to be applied in the preparation of
the financial statements. :

2) The preparation and fair presentation of financial statements in accordance with the modified accrual basis of
accounting and the inclusion of all informative disclosures that are appropriate for the modified accrual basis
of accounting. This includes-

e A description of the modified accrual basis of accounting, including a summary of significant
accounting policies, and how the basis of accounting differs from accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America, the effects of which need not be quantified.

« The preparation and fair presentation of financial statements in accordance with the modified accrual
basis of accounting and the inclusion of a description of the modified accrual basis of accounting.

3) The design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.

4) The prevention and detection of fraud.
 5) To ensure that the Town complies with the laws and regulations applicable to its activities.

6) The accuracy and completeness of the records, documents, explanations, and other information, including
significant judgments, you provide to us for the engagement.

7) To provide us with—

e access to all information of which you are aware is relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements, such as records, documentation, and other matters.

« additional information that we may request from you for the purpose of the compilation engagement.
« unrestricted access to persons within the Town of whom we determine it necessary to make inquiries.

8) It is our understanding that you will post copies of our compiled financial statements on the internet. Pursuant
to this you agree that the copies posted will be provided to you by us in an electronic format that will be
published online in their entirety including the compilation opinion letter. It is further understood that these
electronic copies will be watermarked for security and will not be altered in any way. Should modification be
necessary for any reason for both current and prior periods you will contact us for written approval prior to
taking any action.

You are also responsible for all management decisions and responsibilities and for designating an individual with
suitable skills, knowledge, and experience to oversee our bookkeeping services and the preparation of your
financial statements. You are responsible for evaluating the adequacy and results of the services performed and
accepting responsibility for such services.

Our Report

As part of our engagement, we will issue a report that will state that we did not audit or review the financial
statements and that, accordingly, we do not express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any assurance on them.
There may be circumstances in which the report differs from the expected form and content. If, for any reason, we
are unable to complete the compilation of your financial statements, we will not issue a report on such statements
as a result of this engagement. We are not independent with respect to the Town of Oak Ridge. We will disclose
that we are not independent in our compilation report.

Our report will disclose that the Town's management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures
ordinarily included financial statements prepared in accordance with the modified accrual basis of accounting. If
the omitted disclosures were to be included in the financial statements, they might influence the user's



conclusions about the Town's financial position and results of operations. Accordingly, the financial statements
will not be designed for those who are not informed about such matters.

Our report will disclose that the financial statements are prepared in accordance with the modified accrual basis of

accounting, which is a basis of accounting other than accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America.

You agree to include our accountant's compilation report in any document containing financial statements that

indicates that we have performed a compilation engagement on such financial statements and, prior to inclusion
of the report, to ask our permission to do so.

The supplementary information accompanying the financial statements will be presented for purposes of

additional analysis. Our report will not express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any assurance on such
information.

Other Relevant Information

Samuel K. Anders, CPA, MSA is the engagement manager and is responsible for supervising the engagement
and signing the report or authorizing another individual to sign it.

Our fees for these services will be billed at a discounted hourly rate of $110.00. You will also be billed for out-of-
pocket costs such as report production, word processing, postage, travel, etc. This fee estimate is based on
anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that unexpected circumstances will not be
encountered during the work performed. If significant additional time is necessary, we will discuss it with you and
arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the additional cost. Our invoices for these fees will be rendered each
month as work progresses and are payabie upon presentation. '

You agree to hold us harmless and to release, indemnify, and defend us from any liability or costs, including
attorney’s fees, resulting from management’s knowing misrepresentations to us.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to you and believe this letter accurately summarizes the significant
terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you acknowledge and agree with the
terms of our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed copy, and return it to us.

R\

Samuel K. Anders, CPA, MSA, PC

Acknowledged:
Town of Oak Ridge

Date



MEMORANDUM

TO: Town Council

FROM: Bill Bruce

DATE: September 1, 2023

RE: CORE Grant Restricted Fund

The Town of Oak Ridge 2022-23 FY budget included $20,000 to be applied to the Conserving Oak
Ridge through Easements (CORE) grant fund, though none of the allocated funding was spent.

Recognizing that land and building preservation efforts are long-term initiatives that benefit from a
stable funding source, Town Council in 2022 created a restricted fund to ensure that unspent funds
at the end of the fiscal year would be maintained and not revert back to the General Fund. To that
end, staff requests that the unspent CORE grant allocation from the previous fiscal year be moved
from the General Fund into the CORE grant restricted fund.

The fund total following this action would be $40,000. An additional $20,000 is budgeted in the
current fiscal year.

Requested Action: Move $20,000 from the General Fund to the CORE Grant Restricted Fund.
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