
TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-331 (Permitted Uses) of the Town of Oak Ridge Code of Ordinances to allow Event Center 
as a use by right in the GO-M (General Office – Medium Intensity) district, GB (General Business) district, SC (Shopping Center) district, PI 
(Public and Institutional) district and as a Special Use Permit (S) in the AG (Agricultural) (Residential) district. 

TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-957 (General Requirements) of the Town of Oak Ridge Code of Ordinances to amend Off 
Street Parking Requirements to include Event Center with the following requirements: 

A maximum of 10 spaces per 1000 square feet of gross floor area  

If event parking demands exceed the on-site parking lot capacity, the event center shall submit to the Town of Oak Ridge Zoning 
Administrator a parking plan that will meet the parking demands of the event. 

TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Section 30-9 (Definitions) of the Town of Oak Ridge Code of Ordinances to define Event Center. 

EVENT CENTER. A public or privately owned structure or area used for the purposes of social, entertainment, or educational gatherings 
to include meetings, music events, parties, weddings, and receptions. Entertainment facilities may include performance areas, multi-
purpose spaces, and/or meeting rooms available for use by private groups. Accessory uses may include food preparation facilities, offices, 
and space for event center retail sales. 
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Sec. 30-331. Permitted uses. 

(a) Permitted use schedule. 

(1) Tabulation of permitted uses. Within each zoning district indicated on the official zoning map and 
subject to all requirements and conditions specified in this chapter, land, buildings, and structures shall 
only be used and buildings and structures shall only be erected which are intended or designed to be 
used for uses listed in the permitted use schedule below. In the appropriate columns of the permitted 
use schedule below, uses permitted by right in the various districts are indicated with a "P," uses 
requiring a special use permit are indicated by an "S," uses permitted by right subject to meeting 
additional development standards as set forth in article IX are indicated with a "D," and uses requiring 
a manufactured housing overlay zone are indicated with a "Z." The column on the far right labeled 
"LUC" indicates the land use classification of each use as it relates to planting yard requirements found 
in division 4 of article IX. 

(2) Formulation of permitted use schedule. 

a. The Standard Industrial Classification Manual 1987 was utilized in the preparation of this table 
and shall be referred to as a guide for purposes of interpretation by the enforcement officer. SIC 
codes are used to refer to SIC classifications. Entries with 0000 in the Reference SIC column do 
not correspond to any classification in the SIC manual. 

b. When a use is not listed in the permitted use schedule below, the enforcement officer shall 
classify it with that use in the table most similar to it. The SIC manual shall serve as a guide in 
classifying any unlisted use. If the enforcement officer should determine that a use is not listed 
and is not similar to a use in the permitted use schedule below, than said use is prohibited. 

c. Rental and leasing of any commodity shall be permitted under the same classification and in the 
same districts as are sales of that commodity, unless rental or leasing of that commodity is listed 
separately in the permitted use schedule below. 

d. If an industrial plant or facility involves two (or more) manufacturing activities with different SIC 
codes on the same zone lot, the industrial plant shall be permitted only in those zoning districts 
where the more restricted activity is permitted. (For example, an industrial plant preparing 
canned peanuts and also manufacturing the cans is allowed in those zoning districts permitting 
can manufacturing.) 

(b) Mixed uses. Two or more permitted uses may occupy the same principal building. 

(c) Prohibited uses. Within certain overlay districts, some uses are prohibited, regardless of the uses permitted 
in the underlying zoning district. The following uses are prohibited in the overlay districts listed. 

(1) Scenic corridor overlay district. Class A, B, and C manufactured dwellings are prohibited in the scenic 
corridor overlay district. See section 30-591. 

(2) Airport overlay district. Multifamily housing and single-family housing on lots less than 40,000 square 
feet are prohibited in the airport overlay district. See section 30-593. 

(3) Flood hazard area. Storage or processing of materials that are flammable, corrosive, toxic or explosive, 
or which could otherwise be injurious to human, animal or plant life in time of flood shall be prohibited 
from the flood hazard areas. See section 30-1367(d)(2). 
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 ZONING DISTRICTS 
USE TYPE Ref. 

SIC 
AG RS40 RS30 LO TC-R GOM NB* LB* GB* SC* PI LUC 

AGRICULTURAL USES 
Agricultural production (crops) 0100 P P P P P P P P P P P 1 
Agricultural production (livestock) 0200 P D D         1 
Animal feeder/breeder 0210            1 
Animal services 
(livestock) 

0751 P           3 

Animal services (other) 0752 P     D  D D D  3 
Fish hatchery 0920 P           4 
Forestry 0810 P P P P P P P P P P P 1 
Horticultural specialities 0180 P           2 
Veterinary service (livestock) 0741 P           3 
Veterinary service 
(other) 

0742 P     D  D D D  3 

MINING USES 
RESIDENTIAL USES 
Common recreation and service facilities 0000 P P P P P  P     1 
Congregate care 
facility 

0000     D D     D 2 

Family care facility 0000 P P P P P  P    P 1 
Group care facility 0000      D     D 2 
Manufactured dwelling (class AA) 0000 P Z Z         1 
Manufactured dwelling (class A & B) 0000 P Z Z         1 
Manufactured dwelling park 0000            2 
Maternal care home 
(six or less) 

0000 P P P P P  P     1 

Maternal care home (nine or less) 0000    P   P    P 1 
Private dormitory 0000            2 
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EDUCATIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 
Ambulance service 4119    P  P  P P P P 3 
Cemetery or mausoleum 0000 D D D D D D D D D D D 2 
Church 8661 P D D P D P P P P P P 3 
College or university 8220         P  P 3 
Day care center, adult (five or less, home 
occupation) 

8322 D D D D D D D D D D D 1 

Day care center, adult (six or more) 8322 S   D  D D D D D D 3 
Day care center, child (five or less, home 
occupation) 

8351 D D D D D D D D D D D 1 

Day care center, child (six or more) 8351 S   D  D D D D D D 3 
Elementary or secondary school 8211 D D D D D      P 3 
Event Center 0000 S     D   D D D 4 
Fire station 9224 P P P P P P P P P P P 3 
Fraternity or sorority (university or 
college related) 

0000      P  P P P P 3 

Government office 9000    P  P P P P P P 3 
Hospital 8062           P 3 
Library 8231    P  P P P P P P 3 
Museum or art gallery 8412    P  P P P P P P 3 
Nursing and convalescent home 8050      P   P P P 3 
Orphanage 8361      P     P 3 
Police station, neighborhood 9221 P P P P P P P P P P P 3 
Post office 0000    P  P P P P P P 3 
Retreat center 0000 S        P P P 3 
School administration facility 9411    P  P P P P P P 3 
Specialty hospital 8069      P   P  P 3 
BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL SERVICES 
Accounting, auditing or bookkeeping 8721    P  P P P P P  3 
Administrative or management services 8740    P  P P P P P  3 
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(with concurrent building permit for 
permanent building) 

             

Temporary events (refer to sec. 30-
292(c)) including but not limited to arts 
and crafts shows 

0000      P P P P P P  

Carnivals and fairs 7999 P        P P P  

Christmas tree sales 0000 P       P P P P  

Concerts, stage shows 7920 P         P P  

Conventions, trade shows 0000          P P  

Outdoor retail sales 5000         P P   

Outdoor religious events 0000 P         P P  

Turkey shoots 0000 D            

 
WS-III = New landfills which require a NPDS permit for disposing of treates leachate are prohibited in WS-III (GWA) watersheds. 

P = use by right. 

D = development standards. 

S = special use permit required. 

Z = overlay zoning required. 

* = additional district requirements, see section 30-353(b). 

(Ord. of 1-6-2000, § 4-3; Ord. of 1-6-2000, table 4-3-1; Ord. of 5-6-2004, table 4-3-1; Ord. of 2-4-2010(1); Ord. of 6-2-2016; Ord. of 3-1-2017; Ord. of 10-1- 
2020(2)) 
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DIVISION 5. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES 
 

 
TEXT AMENDMENT. Amendment to Chapter 30, Article IX DIVISION 5. DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES to add Event Center. 

Sec. 30-1048. Event Center. 
(a) Where required. GO-M (General Office – Medium Intensity) district, GB (General Business) district, SC 

(Shopping Center) district, PI (Public and Institutional) district 

(b) Required with Special Use Permit. AG (Agricultural) and RS-40 (Residential) 

1) AG zoned parcels less than 5 acres cannot receive a Special Use Permit 
2) Violation of any of these standards may result in revocation of the special use permit. 

(c) Property Separation. No such establishment, building or parking shall be located adjacent to single-family 
residentially zoned property, unless the event center is granted a special-use-permit. 

(d) Screening. All outdoor equipment and activity areas shall be screened from view of any residence by 
means of a Type C planting yard. Establishments adjacent to single-family residentially zoned properties 
shall include a minimum 40’ Type A planting yard and a six (6) foot high opaque fence 

(e) Lighting. All areas related to the establishment shall be so lighted to direct the light toward the parking 
areas but shielded so no direct light shall affect any existing residences. Exterior lighting located adjacent 
to single-family residentially zoned property shall be no greater than 10’ in height. The illumination shall 
comply with Division 7 – Outdoor Light Fixture Controls of Chapter 30. (A survey or site plan on CAD can 
be provided to Duke Power Company and they will generate a plan at no cost as long as the customer 
uses their lighting fixtures.) A lighting plan signed or sealed by the preparer with calculations/ft. candles 
shall be submitted along with a completed Zoning Permit Application. 

(f) Hours of Operation. If withinfive hundred (500) feet of single-family residential zoned property, no 
event with amplified music shall be held outside between the hours of 10:00 PM and 9:00 AM, and no 
outside event activities shall be conducted after 11:00 PM. 

(g) Noise. Electronic amplified sound generated in conjunction with any event shall not be located within 
three hundred (300) feet of residentially zoned properties and not exceed sixty (60) decibels 
(measured from the common boundary line) at any time., 

(h) Parking. No on-street parking is allowed. A remote parking plan with shuttle service shall be submitted 
to Town of Oak Ridge Zoning Administrator for review and approval. 

Sec. 30-1049. Farm supplies, other, wholesale trade of, 

See section 30-1017. 

(Ord. of 1-6-2000, § 6-4.38) 
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