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New Grants Highlight Oak Ridge’s Historic Heritage
July 20, 2020 - Oak Ridge, NC  



Oak Ridge’s Historic Preservation Commission approved its fifth round of Historic Heritage Grants, designed to strengthen and preserve Oak Ridge’s rich historic heritage by providing small scale, high impact grants. Benjamin Briggs of Preservation Greensboro stated, “This program is a way to leverage thousands of dollars in partnership with private citizens to invest in the town’s cultural treasures. This investment will be done the correct way, respecting historic preservation practices and it will result in an accurate presentation of the Oak Ridge story and will return value back to the town.” This year’s grants total $5,750. Together with required matching funds of $9,805 contributed by property owners, the grants will support $15,555 in exterior improvements to key historic structures in Oak Ridge. This year’s grants bring total grant funding to $24,100, supporting $93,300 in exterior improvements over five years.

· $2000 awarded to the Donnell House Structural and Roof repair. Built in 1923, the D. L. Donnell (Stone) House was originally a log house (ca 1900s). After it burned, D.L. Donnell re-built using locally gathered stone.  It is the only stone façade house in the Historic District.

· $2,000 awarded to the Stafford Farm to make much-needed architectural repairs to the farm’s Out Kitchen. The farmhouse shows promise of being the oldest structure in Oak Ridge. According to Shawn Rogers, local Historian, “the out kitchen was likely constructed circa 1830s to 1860s.”

· $1,750 awarded to the Old Mill of Guilford to restore the Stone Steps that lead to the creek. The stone steps are an integral part of the mill's history and has been photographed countless times. The Old Mill of Guilford is among the oldest operating gristmills in the country and is included on the National Register of Historic Places.  

	One notable project receiving a 2019 grant was recently completed:

· $2000 awarded to the Charles Benbow House for Brick re-pointing and installation of chimney caps. The grant was revised to include restoration and replacement of historically correct windows. This increased project cost from $8,675 to $31,441. An addition of $22,766 in exterior improvements to a key historic structure in Oak Ridge.






Historic Heritage Grants are awarded by the Oak Ridge Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and funded by the Town of Oak Ridge. For more information, including grantee contact information and photographs, contact Oak Ridge Town Clerk Sandra Smith at 336.644.7009 or HPC Chair Debbie Shoenfeld at 336 643 2504.
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