Mountains to Sea Trail Committee Meeting Minutes
July 28, 2026

6:00 pm

Attendees: Anne Steele, Stephanie Ferrell, Martha Pittman, Jeff Richter, Beth Hayes, Mike
Kimel, Joel Deaton. Welcome to the committee Beth!

Welcome: Anne Steele opened the meeting.
Minutes of June 23, 2026, meeting were approved.
Project Updates:

Headwaters Trail:

Anne: Gravel pathway has grown up and some pavers are uprooted. Bill B. will ask parks
staff to take care of the weeds and pavers. Also, some new wet spots were noted on the
trail and questioned whether caused by additional beaver activity. Joel will check it out and
plan how to mitigate.

Mike Kimel: Much of the trail needs trimming / weed eating due to silt grass. A homeowner
has cleared additional trees that could impact the trail, but owner has plans to landscape
with fencing and bushes and hopes that refurbishment will address nearby muddy spots.

Carriage Cove / Pemberly Estates:

Bill Bruce reported through Anne Steele that he continues to work with the Kims and the
attorney to finalize the plans and agreement for fencing and plantings on their property to
screen the proposed easement. Ms. Kim has indicated that she will grant permission for
access through her driveway to do the work. Bill plans for Brock and the park staff to do the
installation.

Bill Bruce also reported that Bruce from Scuba Tools has noted some trash issues in the
trail head area. Unlikely to be linked to the trail but we will ask for a Facebook post about
Leave No Trace and Beth Hayes offered to monitor and pick up any trash she sees.

Discussion of signage and trail opening for the Craggy Creek and Carriage Trace Loop trails
was continued.



Heritage Day is September 26. Martha said the committee signed up with Sandra. We still
have over 150 bamboo hiking poles for kids to decorate. All are welcome to help with the
booth with Martha, Moses, and Stephanie tentatively signed up and Beth offered to help
prepare prior to the event. Plans will be firmed up at the August meeting.

Reports:

MST Liaison: Joel and Martha gave updates on what is going on across the state. Joel:
Gathering of Friends will be in Elkin in 2027 for the 50" Anniversary celebration.
Recommendations for trails in the Elkin area to explore were discussed. As part of the 50t
celebration, there will be events and activities across the state, and a section of the state
will be featured each quarter. Guilford County will be spring. Martha will attend the Great
Trails State conference in Winston-Salem and will report to the committee in August.

Conservation Easement: CEC is now meeting quarterly. One possible project that was
being considered for conservation with a trail easement — Jack Blalock property — is less
certain. Alma Blaylock property acquisition set to close.

Guided Hikes are still planned for April and October. October 17" as set as the date for the
fall hike.

Facebook page: planning for posts about Leave No Trace and August workdays.

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic: members agreed with Mike that we will hold the event in the
spring as part of the 50" celebration.

Committee membership: Beth was approved by Town Council as a member of the MST
committee.

Trail workdays: Workdays were set for Saturday August 15" and Wednesday August 26™.

Next meeting will be August 25" at 6pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Steele, Chair
Prepared by Martha Pittman



