Mountains to Sea Trail Committee Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2026

6:00 pm

Attendees: Anne Steele, Stephanie Ferrell, Martha Pittman, Jeff Richter, Moses Perry, Bill Bruce. Guests:
Beth Hayes, Amanda Brewer

Welcome: Anne Steele opened the meeting and welcomed our guests. Everyone introduced themselves.
Minutes of May 26, 2026, meeting were approved.

Project Updates:

Headwaters Trail:

Anne: Main tree damage from storm was cleared by Brock and staff. Anne and Galen will clear the
remaining downed trees over the weekend. Mike K. repaired the Linville Rd Trailhead fencing.

Bill: sighage to address off-leash dogs has been placed at strategic points and entrances to the
Headwaters Trail.

Carriage Cove / Pemberly Estates:

Anne Steele and Bill Bruce met with Ms. Kim again to discuss the small additional easement at the back
corner of her property for a bridge. Through ongoing discussions and correspondence with the owner, a
preliminary plan and easement was tentatively agreed on. The committee agreed to the following actions
and conditions at the request of the owner.

a. Aboundaryfence with signage and landscaping will be placed by the committee clearly marking
the boundary of the easement in the location marked by flags by the owner.

b. The term of the temporary easement will piggyback on to the existing Scuba Tools trailhead
easement that will be for approximately 9 years.

c. During this term, the existing permanent easement along the northern border will not be built out
or open to the public.

d. The owner does not expect compensation for the easement, but the town will cover the costs
related to the boundary fencing and landscaping and accept responsibility for maintaining the
fence.

e. The agreement should address liability for public use.

After a discussion of location, potential costs of fencing materials and landscaping, installation, term,
and the NC statute limiting owner liability on a public access easement, the committee agreed to the
terms by consensus subject to review by the town attorney and finalization by the town manager.

Discussion of trail re-route, signage and trail opening for the Craggy Creek and Carriage Trace Loop trails
was continued.



Scout Updates: Reminder that the field trip to see Jackson Heltsley’s Eagle project on the Headwaters
Trail will be June 24" at 9:30am. All are invited. No other active scout projects.

Heritage Day is September 26. Martha will sign the committee up. We still have over 150 bamboo hiking
poles for kids to decorate. All are welcome to help with the booth with Martha, Moses, and Beth
tentatively signed up. Plans will be firmed up closer to the event.

Reports:

MST Liaison: Joel was absent and Martha gave some updates on the FMST and shared a book written by
MST completer Jerry Barker: Discovering the Mountains-to Sea Trail that discusses all the natural,

cultural, and historic places to explore along the trail.

Conservation Easement: Stephanie shared that the Alma Blaylock property that was purchased through
PLC with a grant from the Land and Water Fund should be closing in August. This property is along the
Haw River in Oak Ridge.

Guided Hikes are still planned for April and October.
Facebook page: planning for posts about the field trip to see Jackson’s project.

Committee membership: Beth and Amanda were welcomed and encouraged to apply to be official
members of the committee.

Trail workdays: None planned for July. Moses noted that he had been out in the Cascades and itisin
good shape. There is some kudzu that needs trimming near the Goodwill Church Rd entrance. Bill
indicated that we need to update the MOU with Guilford County before we take on any new maintenance
at the Cascades.

Next meeting will be July 28" at 6pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Anne Steele, Chair



