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OAK RIDGE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 2,2014 - 7:00 P.M.

OAK RIDGE TOWN HALL
MINUTES
Members Present Staff Present
Spencer Sullivan, Mayor Pro Tem Sandra Smith, Town Clerk
George McClellan Bruce Oakley, Town Manager
Jim Kinneman Bill Bruce, Planning Director
Mike Stone ]. Michael Thomas, Town Attorney

Sam Anders, Finance Officer

Members Ahsent
Ray Combs, Mayor

1.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Pro Tem Spencer Sullivan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
A, Invocation

B. Pledge of Allegiance

APPROVE AGENDA

Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan noted that the rezoning item under 6. New Business should also be
designated as a public hearing,.

Councilman Jim Kinneman made a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Councilman
George McClellan seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (4-0).

APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2014, MEETING

Councilman McClellan made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman
Kinneman seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (4-0).

RESOLUTIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilman Kinneman announced Qak Ridge Lions Club’s annual golf tournament on
October 11. He said the tournament is the club’s primary fundraiser, and players and

sponsors are needed. He thanked those who had already contributed.

Councilman McClellan noted that the Preservation Oak Ridge dinner and silent auction
fundraiser would be held on October 3, and told where tickets could be obtained.
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

A. Document Shred/E-cycle event. Town Manager Bruce Oakley announced Guilford
County wanted to partner with the Town to have a Document Shred/E-cycle Day in
the parking lot of the park on December 6. He said the event would be free for
citizens.

Councilman McClellan made a motion to approve December 6 as a Document Shred/E-
cycle event at Oak Ridge Town Park. Councilman Mike Stone seconded the motion, and it
was passed unanimously (4-0}.

Kinneman asked if there would be any cost to the Town, and Oakley said he believed
the Town might be asked to provide lunch for the County employees who staff the event.

The vote to approve the motion passed unanimously (4-0).

B. Board member appointment. Oakley recommended Steve Wilson be appointed to
the Planning & Zoning Board.

Councilman McClellan made a motion to appoint Steve Wiison as a Planning & Zoning
Board alternate. Councilman Kinneman seconded the motion, and it was passed
unanimously (4-0).

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC HEARING - Rezoning Case # RZ-14-01: AG to RS-40. The property is located on
the east side of Linville Road, approximately 1,000 feet north of Scoggins Road, in Oak Ridge
Township, Historic District Overlay Zone. It is Guilford County Tax Parcel 0166248, and
consists of approximately 8 acres. It is owned by Marion Elizabeth McDougal.

Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan read the description into the record, then explained the format of
the public hearing, which would consist of a staff report, 20 minutes each for proponents
and opponents to present their cases, followed by a 5-minute rebuttal period for each side,
if needed. Council discussion and questions would follow, and then the Council would vote.

Planning Director Bill Bruce presented the staff report, which is hereby incorporated by
reference and made a part of the minutes. It included information on surrounding uses, how
the property is designated on the Future Land Use Plan, traffic counts and the estimated
number of additional trips per day that the development would add as well as any
anticipated environmental impact. He said the applicant had met with surrounding
neighbors on August 26, and about 10-15 residents attended. The Historic Preservation
Commission had discussed the rezoning at its last meeting and determined by consensus
that the rezoning is consistent with the Historic District. Staff believes the rezoning is
consistent with the Land Use Plan, the Planning & Zoning Board voted unanimously to
recommend approval, and staff also recommended approval of the rezoning.

Proponents:

¢ Chris Rohrer of Land Solutions elaborated on the meeting held with local citizens, which
both he and developer Kevan Combs attended. He said their impression after the
meeting was that neighbors seemed to be OK with the request. He said the property is
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within walking distance of the park, town hall, Oak Ridge Elementary School and
shopping, and because the property is in the Town Core Overlay, a sidewaik will be
constructed. Because of the anticipated simplicity of the rezoning, Rohrer said the
applicant hoped to be able to offer housing priced less than what is found in typical Oak
Ridge subdivisions. He said the plan would adhere to the Historic District Overlay and
Town Core Overlay, that he believed it was consistent with the Future Land Use Plan,
and he asked for the Town Council’s support.

¢ Ed Treacy commended the developer for choosing RS-40 zoning for the property, which
he said was consistent with nearly every other subdivision in Oak Ridge. He noted that a
proposed collector road was shown on the Thoroughfare Plan near the area of this
development, and asked if that road would be required.
Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan said this meeting was just to discuss the rezoning request,
and it not a question-and-answer period. He told Treacy that the possible road
connection could be discussed at the time the subdivision plan is considered.

Opponents:
None

With no need for rebuttal, Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan closed the public hearing.

Council questions/discussion:

Councilman Kinneman called attention to the potential road on the Thoroughfare Plan, but
said there was a good deal of land between the property being considered for rezoning and
the proposed connection. He asked if this subdivision would eliminate the possibility of a
road going through that area.

Bruce noted the question about the road connection was a good one, and said the
Thoroughfare Plan and development ordinance would be considered carefully at the
appropriate time. Sullivan noted that the road connection was a technical issue which
would be dealt with later.

Councilman Kinneman made a motion that the proposed zoning amendment be approved

based on the following:

e The proposed zoning amendment is consistent with the adopted development plan of
the Town of Oak Ridge. The Planning Board has provided the Council with its written
statement that the proposed zoning amendment is consistent with the comprehensive
plan, and the Council concurs and adopts the Planning Board’s finding of consistency by
reference. In addition, the Council further finds that the proposed zoning amendment is
consistent with the comprehensive plan because it provides zoning that is consistent
with nearby properties and compatible with existing uses;

AND

¢ The proposed zoning amendment is reasonable. The Council considers the proposed
zoning amendment to be reasonable because:

o The report of Town staff finding the proposed zoning amendment to be reasonable
is adopted by reference.

o The Council further finds that the proposed zoning amendment is reasonable
because it allows the property owner to make reasonable use of their property as
stated in our Land Use Plan while not negatively impacting neighboring property
OWIErs;

AND
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¢ The proposed zoning amendment is in the public interest. The Council considers the
proposed zoning amendment to be in the public interest because:

o The report of the Town staff finding the proposed zoning amendment to be in the
public interest is adopted by reference.

o The Council further finds that the proposed zoning amendment is in the public
interest because the zoning amendment will provide additional housing options and
extends infrastructure supporting walkability to neighboring properties.

Councilman McClellan seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (4-0).

CITIZEN COMMENTS

o  William Donnell of Summerfield spoke on behalf of Janet Wallace, who is running for
Clerk of Superior Court. He said she and her husband are both attorneys, giving her
knowledge of the duties of the clerk’s office. Although she is a Republican and he is a
Democrat, Donnell said Wallace was a fine person and would do well as Clerk of
Superior Court.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE

Finance Officer Sam Anders presented the monthly financial report, which is hereby

incorporated by reference and made a part of the minutes. He reported:

* The Town maintains its strong financial position, and received $37,798 in property tax
collections in September,

+ Although documents were signed to open a money market account at Wells Fargo, by
the time that was done, rates had flexed downward somewhat. That has now corrected
itself somewhat, the account has been opened, and the Town now has a guaranteed rate
of about 25 percent higher than what it was earning on its accounts elsewhere.

¢ His office is continuing to work with Black Mountain Software to resolve a few residual
issues with spacing on various reports.

¢ The field work for the annual audit was done the week of September 15, and Anders
said he anticipated everything coming in at or under budget and on cycle.

¢ The only debt coming up is the annual payment of $144,000-145,000, which will be due
on the Town park property in about four months.

Councilman Kinneman asked if the money paid for deputies to help with traffic control at
Oak Ridge Elementary was about what was anticipated, and Anders said yes. Oakley said the
figure may have been slightly less than the amount budgeted.

Councilman Stone asked if the $1.25 million the Town had put into the Wells Fargo money
market was receiving a high enough rate of return to justify the move, and Anders said yes.
Anders said he had and would continue to research various investments in order to obtain
the best interest rates for the Town.

Councilman McClellan made a motion to approve the financial report. Councilman
Kinneman seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (4-0).

COMMUNITY UPDATES
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Planning & Zoning Board

Chairman Doug Nodine said the Board recommended approval of the subdivision
that Council approved earlier in the meeting, and had also recommended appointing
a new alternate to the Board.

Parks & Recreation Commission

Chairman Bill Edwards:

s Reported on the success of the final Music in the Park event on September 20.

¢ Said the Commission had met with designers on Phase il of park construction,
and was on schedule for the plan to be reviewed by the Historic Preservation
Commission and Planning & Zoning Board in November.

¢ Reported on the progress of the annual usage agreement of the park with Oak
Ridge Youth Association, saying that the process is now a month behind
schedule because the Commission was waiting for a response from ORYA.

Councilman Kinneman asked if ORYA knows there is no grace period if the
agreement is not approved by January 1, and Edwards said ORYA was aware and the
Commission was making every effort to communicate.

Land Use Plan Update Committee

Bruce reported that the first meeting of the committee was held October 1 with all
members in attendance. An informal, walk-in open house for all citizens will be held
on November 5, 4-7 p.m. The open house will be advertised, and surveys that
citizens will be asked to fill out are now available.

Board of Adjustment

No meeting, but a meeting is scheduled for October 9.

Finance Committee

No meeting, no report

Historic Preservation Commission

Chairwoman Ann Schneider reported that the Commission had considered the
remodeling of Lowes Foods, but the meeting had been continued to October 8 at the
request of the applicant. The Commission had also discussed the rezoning approved
earlier in the meeting by the Town Council. Schneider thanked all who attended the
historic marker dedication at the ].L. Sawyer House and Barry and Susie

Westmoreland, the property owners. The next marker dedication will be at Linville
Chapel at Oak Ridge Military Academy, but the date has not been set.

Fire Department
Sam Anders reported that in September, the department responded to 66 calls (30

medical, 36 fire/service oriented), installed two car seats, attended three public
education events, and maintained an average response time of 5 minutes. He
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reminded meeting attendees that the annual Firemen's Barbecue was October 4, and
he reminded everyone to change the batteries in their smoke detectors when the
time changes. He also said a new volunteer firefighter class will begin on January 3.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
¢ Larry Stafford encouraged everyone to vote either at Early Voting or on Election Day.

s Steve Holmes said he had read the article in the Northwest Observer on more
moderately priced housing, saying that the paper had acted as if that were the major
issue that Oak Ridge was struggling with. He said he hoped the Town Council would
downplay the issue being treated as if it were some argument, and the mayor’s
comments about the “quiet, secret message” being sent to middle-class working people
that we want them to serve us but not live amongst us was not why Oak Ridge was
developed and not why he bought a home here. Holmes said he thought that type of
message from the newspaper was wrong, and that because some Linville Oaks residents
had voiced their opinions, they were now being looked on as negative and elite people.
He added that elite people are the ones who make decisions for everyone - decisions
that affect others but maybe not them. He told Councilman McClellan that he had read
his comments in the paper, and said the Land Use Plan Update cominittee was not about
putting all types of houses here, Instead, it was about developing the right way, but also
about protecting residents who are already living here.

Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan said he understood the Northwest Observer would be
publishing more comments on the subject, and that there would be continuing
discussion in the Land Use Plan cominittee meetings and by the Council.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilman McClellan reiterated how important the upcoming election is, and said he
thought the survey on moderately priced housing was interesting and he was glad to see
Oak Ridge residents exploring the matter. He said he was looking forward to hearing
opinions from Land Use Plan committee members, but the process of updating the Land Use
Plan will take about a year to complete. McClellan said he did not see the issue as one about
a particular group or neighborhood; he said it was more about the free market and the free
press, which he thanked God for.

Councilman Kinneman commented on blood drives done by Central Baptist and Oak Ridge
United Methodist churches, and said Oak Ridge is becoming a self-sufficient town that
serves most of its citizens’ needs.

Councilman Stone said he also read the survey in the Northwest Observer, and he
understood Holmes' comments. He agreed with Kinneman that there is a lot going on in Oak
Ridge, and that residents don’t have to leave for much of anything.

Mayor Pro Tem Sullivan thanked all who had volunteered to serve on the Land Use Plan
Update committee, which would be a very complex and lengthy process. Sullivan said
although the Town Council makes most of the decisions, the subjects have already been
considered and responses crafted by the various Town commissions and committees.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Kinneman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 p.m. Councilman
McClellan seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (4-0).

Respectfully Submitted:

Sandra B. Smith, CMC, Town Clerk

A

Ray Confbs, Mayor




