P&RC Minutes: May 21, 2015

OAK RIDGE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
MAY 21,2015 -7 P.M.

OAK RIDGE TOWN HALL
MINUTES
Members Present Staff Present
Bill Edwards, Chair Terry Lannon, Parks & Recreation Director
Tracy Street, Vice Chair Sandra Smith, Town Clerk
Phyllis Anders
Phyllis Clodfeiter
Micah Spencer, Alt. (Sitting) Teen Advisor Ahsent
Madeline Bagby
Members Absent
Barry Knight

Jasmine O'Connell, Alt.

1. CALLTO ORDER

Bill Edwards called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

2. APPROVE AGENDA

Tracy Street made a motion to approve the meeting agenda after removing approval of the
April meeting minutes. Phyllis Anders seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously
(5-0).

3. STAFF REPORT

Parks & Recreation Director Terry Lannon presented:
» Financial report. The report is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of
the minutes.

Edwards asked about tractor situation. Lannon explained that park personnel had been
using Oak Ridge Youth Association’s tractor, which already had high usage hours, since
the park was built and that the Town had immediately started putting money into it for
maintenance. He had intended to put a new tractor purchase into next fiscal yeai’s
budget request, but the Finance Committee noted the amount of money being spent
already and recommended a tractor be purchased this year. He said he had offered to
sell to ORYA the loader and set of forks the Town had purchased to go with the tractor,
which cost $6,200 new, for $3,000. ORYA had requested the equipment be given to them
because of the wear and tear the Town had put on the tractor. Lannon said he wanted to
go back to ORYA one last time; if they choose not to purchase the implements, he will
sell them on Craig’s List to offset some of the cost of the tractor.
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o Phase Il master plan. The construction area has been staked by the surveyor, but the
stakes will likely need to be moved for RidgeFest. Issues with permitting are being
worked out.

o Pond area beautification project. The contract with New Garden has been finalized,
and they have also submitted an irrigation plan. Since the project will be irrigated, there
are no concerns about installing new plants in the summer.

In addition, the dead trees at the park and at town hall and azaleas at town hall have
been replaced, and the planting of summer annuals in the islands and flag pole area will
be completed in the next week.

e RidgeFest. Moving ahead as planned.

» Bark Park infrastructure/Canine Capers. The subcommittee is meeting the following
Monday; deciding on the layout of the event is about the only task left to be done. Most
volunteer positions seem to be covered. Lannon said he contacted the Girl Scout troop
that planted the flowers near the dog park entrance, and they will again provide dog
treats at Canine Capers.

Regarding the infrastructure in the bark park, a conceptual drawing was presented.
Lannon said installation would be in late summer or fall with completion in winter. Park
staff will build some apparatuses in order to save money and ensure that they are long-
lasting. There will be about six apparatuses on each side (for large and small dogs), and
more can be added in the future.

Bill Edwards made a motion to approve the construction of infrastructure presented in the
bark park. Phyllis Clodfelter seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0).

o New water well. A new well will be installed in the park near Linville Road. The
primary reason is to be able to irrigate fields in that area, but it will also serve the house
at the corner of Linville Road and Lisa Drive, which the Town owns,

e Other,

o The parkis losing some tournaments to locations like Summerfield, which has three
baseball/softball fields, even though our fields are nicer. Several of the tournaments
that have been held in the park have now outgrown our facilities. Lannon said he
would like to explore the cost of building a youth baseball/softball field, which
would be located behind Fieid 4. Irrigation and power are already nearby. He said
he had mentioned the possibility of an additional field at the weekly staff meeting,
which was attended by Council members George McClellan and Jim Kinneman; the
only concern related was from Councilman Kinneman regarding active versus
passive space in the park. Lannon said with the wooded area, only 12 percent of the
park has active recreation areas, and this additional field may put Oak Ridge on the
map.

Edwards asked several questions, including what age group the field would
serve (a 225-foot field would probably serve girls up to age 18 and boys to age 14),
if laser grading would be done on this field (yes), and if staff could handle the
additional upkeep (yes). Edwards said lighting on the ficld might also be able to light
up practice fields along Linville Road.

o Several Eagle Scout projects have been completed, including My Little Library, the
fire pit improvement project, and the benches along the trail.

4. NEW BUSINESS
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Oak Ridge Music Festival proposal. Edwards said he had not heard anything from Andrew
Woodcock, who had asked to make a presentation. The Commission’s consensus was to wait to
see if Woodcock contacts the Town again.

5. OLD BUSINESS

A. Scout projects. Edwards said he had signed off on all Scout projects except the bridge. He
added that the fire chief had shown a little concern about the fire pit project and wanted to
ensure safety precautions were taken. Edwards said the Commission intended to place a
sign at the project saying that the campground could only be used with authorization.
Lannon outlined the process for using the campground, and wording for the sign was
discussed. It would include:
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Groups must pre-register at Town Hall to use the campground area

Adult supervision was required

All fires must be contained in the fire pit

Fires must be extinguished when they are unattended

The site should be cleaner when groups leave than it was when they arrived

Lannon also suggested adding that fires are prohibited during times of drought.

B. Music in the Park Update. Phyllis Anders reported that everything was going well, youth
volunteers were being obtained, and that flyers would be distributed at assisted living

facilities.

6. OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS

RidgeFest 2015 - May 28-30, 2015

Canine Capers - June 6, 2015

Next scheduled P&RC meeting: June 18, 2015

Music in the Park - June 20, July 18, August 15, September 19, and October 3

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

8. ADJOURMENT

Phyllis Anders made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Tracy Street seconded the
motion, and it was passed unanimously (5-0).

Respectfully Submitted:
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Sandra B. Smith, CMC, Town Clerk William H. Edwards, Chairman



